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TURNBULL’S  VOYAGE. 


A Voyage  round  the  World  in  the  years  1800,  1801,  1802, 
1803,  and  1804,  in  which  the  Author  visited  the  principal 
islands  in  the  Pacific  Oceany  and  the  English  settlements  of  • 
Port  Jackson  and,  Norfolk  Island.  By  John  Turnbull. 
3 vols.  crown  octavo , price  13s.  hoards. — Phillips,  1805,, 

The  present  state  of  the  numerous  islands  within  the  tropics 
is  but  imperfectly  known.  No  voyager  since  the  time  of 
Captain  Vancouver  has  touched  at  them  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting  the  result  of  his  observations  to  the  public,  if  we  except 
the  persons  employed  by  the  Missionary  Society,  whose  objects 
are  far  different  from  those  of  the  circumnavigators  sent  out  by 
government.  The  unprejudiced  narrative  of  Mr.  Turnbull4 
will,  therefore,  be  found  very  interesting,  as  he  has  evidently 
spared  no  exertions  to  present  a correct  account  of  the  manners 
and  characters  of  those  islanders,  while  he  has  done  ample  jus* 
tice  to  the  motives  and  conduct  of  the  resident  missionaries. 

In  the  preface  Mr.  Turnbull  modestly  informs  his  readers, 
that  when  the  materials  of  his  work  were  collected  he  had  not 
the  most  distant  idea  of  their  publication,  but  had  drawn  them 
up  merely  for  the  information  and  amusement  of  his  private 
friends.  We  afterwards  learn  that  the  voyage  of  the  author  ori- 
ginated from  the  following  circumstances  : — Mr.  T.  was  second 
officer  of  the  Barwell,  in  her  last  voyage  to  China,  in  1799;  and, 
as  well  as  the  commander,  discovered  from  actual  observation, 
tj^at  the  Americans  carried  on  a lucrative  trade  to  the  north 
west  of  Asia.  On  representing  this  circumstance  to  some  en- 
terprising merchants  of  our  metropolis,  they  resolved  to  enter  on 
a similar  speculation;  and  having  purchased  a new  ship,  gave  the 
command  of  it  to  the  officer  above-mentioned,  while  the  cargo 
and  trading  part  were  entrusted  to  the  author  ,*  and- each  of  them 
having  considerable  shares  us  owners,  they  were  equally  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  voyage.  They  sailed  from  Portsmouth 
with  the  India  convoy  in  the  beginning  of  July,  1800.  Nothing 
worthy  of  notice  occurred  till  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  the  de- 
lightful island  of 

MADEIRA, 

of  which  Mr.  Turnbull  gives  the  following  account 
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i(  It  was  now  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  as  bright  a day  as  the  me- 
ridian glory  of  a sop  them  Sun  ever  produced  to  chear  the  heart 
of  man.  The  vine-yards  yet  retained  on  their  leaves  some  of  the 
morning  dew  ; the  face  of  the  island  in  many  places  was  clothed 
with  tropical  shrubs : the  orange,  melon,  sugar-carsey  and  ba- 
nana, gratified  more  than  one  sense  by  their  hue  and  fragrance. 

(<  During  the  time  I was  on  shore,  I was  much  annoyed  by 
innumerable  swarms  of  mendicant  friars,  imploring  my  chanty 
in  the  name  of  the  holy  virgin  and  all  the  saints  of  their  calendar. 
Wearied  with  their  importunities,  and  to  procure  my  ease,  I 
threw  them  some  of  the  smaller  pieces  of  the  Portuguese 
money;  but  1 had  here  reckoned  without  my  host,  for  my  libe- 
rality only  procured  me  other  applications,  and  this  in  an  almost 
endless  succession.  Why  is  this  impudent  mendicity  thus  not 
only  tolerated, Abut  sanctified  as  it  were  by  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try ? What  effect  must  it  have  on  the  genius  of  the  people  ? 

“ In  the  several  quarters  of  the  town  I observed  a multitude 
of  petty  shops,  presenting  no  bad  epitome  of  a negro  market  in 
the  West-Indies;  being  furnished  with  what  every  other  market 
would  reject  with  disgust,  such  as  putrid  fish,  rotten  cheese,  and 
rancid  butter.  Every  thing  was  marked,  as  it  were,  with  the 
peculiar  characteristic  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  possession; 
air  indifference  to  filth  or  cleanliness,  an  invincible  indolence,  and 
a.  pride  the  more  ludicrous,  as  contrasted  with  every  circumstance' 
which  should  induce  a contrary  feeling.” 

On  leaving  Madeira  the  author’s  vessel  outstripped  the  convoy, 
and  after  a tedious  passage  through  the  torrid  zone,  was  obliged 
fco  put  into  St,  Salvador  to  repair  her  leaks-.  Here  they  were  re- 
garded with  much  suspicion  by  the  Portuguese,  and  compelled 
to  make  their  repairs  and  sail  in  four  days,  while  the  Spaniards 
in  the  harbour  received  every  indulgence.  The  commander  and 
Mr.  Turnbull  were  even  watched  like  spies  in  their  limited  ex- 
cursions ashore  ; but  during  their  short  stay  our  author  made  the 
following  remarks  on 

/ \ 

ST.  SALVADOR,  AND  THE  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONIES  OF 

ITS  INHABITANTS. 

4i  The  city  is  large  and  populous,  and  appears  divided  by  nature 
into  an  upper  and  lower  town.  The  upper  town  is  seated  on 
the  summit  of  an  eminence:  it  commands  an  uninterrupted  view 
of  the  bay  and  harbour  of  All  Saints,  the  sea  and  clouds  alone 
terminating  the  boundless  prospect.  The  upper  town  is  the  seat 
of  the  viceroy,  the  civil  and  military  ’ officers,  and  principal  mer- 
chants ; whilst  the  lower  town  is  for  the  most  part  occupied  by 
inhabitants  of  the  inferior  order,  retail  tradesmen,  adventurers, 
persons  following  mechanical  trades. 
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The  town  of  St.  Salvador,  next  to  that  of  Rio  Janeiro,  is 
the  most  active  with  regard  to  its  trade  of  any  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil.  The  commerce  to  the  mother  country,  considering  the 
characteristic  indolence  of  the  Portuguese,  is  very  brisk ; and  as 
the  diamond  mines  require  a numerous  and  constant  supply  of 
negroes,  there  is  a considerable  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
this  human  merchandize. 

In  the  dock-yard  a ship  of  64  guns  was  on  the  stocks  : it 
was  built  of  the  country  wood,  a wood  too  heavy  perhaps  for 
this  purpose,  but  undoubtedly  much  stronger  than  any  European 
oak.  The  iron,  pitch,  and  tar,  I understand  to  have  been 
brought  from  Lisbon,  the  policy  of  the  parent  country  requiring 
every  thing  wrought  or  manufactured  to  be  imported  from 
thence. 

Sunday,  being  a high  festival  in  the  Portuguese  calendar,  the 
captain  and  myself  seized  this  opportunity  to  visit  the  Portuguese 
churches.  We  found  them  corresponding  in  every  respect  both 
with  the  genius  of  their  religion  and  the  wealth  of  their  settle* 
ment ; they  were  magnificently  adorned,  and  the  ornaments  of 
the  images  appeared  to  us  to  be  very  valuable.  We  found  more- 
over, and  though  sailors,  with  soma  satisfaction,  that  there  was 
one  country  in  the  world  in  which  religion  was  fashionable,  the 
churches  being  crowded  with  all  ranks  of  people,  from  the 
meanest  slave  to  his  excellency  the  governor  himself. 

It  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  we  obtained  a seat 
in  the  principal  church.  Our  eyes  were  in  some  measure  di- 
verted from  the  preacher  to  the  holy  virgin,  who  arrayed  in  gold 
and  jewels,  with  the  prince  of  Brazil  on  her  right  hand  elegantly 
accoutred,  perhaps  intimating  by  this  his  being  one  of  her  avowed 
champions  and  defenders,  occupied  the  most  conspicuous  corner 
of  the  church.  The  bishop  of  the  province,  the  second  man  in 
this  part  of  Brazil,  was  the  preacher. 

Upon  conclusion  of  the  church  service  the  image  of  the  holy 
virgin,  and  her  attendant  the  prince,  was  carried  in  procession 
through  the  streets  of  the  city,  the  ladies  saluting  her  from  the 
window's  and  balconies,  with  garlands  and  chaplets  showered  upon 
her  head ; a theatric  spectacle  by  no  means  unpleasing,  if  the 
zeal  of  a mistaken  religion  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  its 
errors. 

After  having  paraded  the  town  in  every  direction,  the  holy 
lady,  with  all  her  appendages,  was  deposited  in  the  next  consider- 
able church,  there  to  rest  till  again  wanted  for  a new  feast, . or  a 
shower  of  rain.  Through  his  seeming  inattention  to  this  sacred 
mummery,  the  captain  was  not  looked  on  with  a very  good  eye ; 
his  impiety  called  down  upon  him  a severe  reprimand.  Not  a 
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street  through  which  we  passed  hut  had  one  of  these  tutelary 
saints  in  some  one  or  other  of  its  most  conspicuous  parts,,  and 
thither  in  the  evening  assembled  the  populace  in  crowds,  chaunt- 
ing  prayers  or  thanksgivings  in  the  usual  monotony  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  choristry. 

Mr.  T.  concludes  his  account  of  St.  Salvador  with  expressing 
his  conviction,  that  if  we  do  not  soon  take  possession  of  this  valu  - 
able settlement  it  must  fall  under  the  dominion  of  France. 

On  leaving  this  harbour  they  proceeded  to  the  Cape,  where 
they  staid  a month,  and  then  sailed  for  Botany  Bay.  Mr.  Turq- 
buirs  remarks  on  the  Cape  afford  no  new  information ; but  his 
account  of 

SYDNEY  TOWN,  BOTANY  B AYr, 
is  well  worth  attention.  It  struck  forcibly  on  my  mind,  says  he, 
as  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  colony,  that  it  is  almost  the 
only  settlement  in  the  world  in  which  the  residence  of  Europeans 
lias  produced  absolutely  no  change  in  the  manners,  or  useful 
knowledge  of  the  natives.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  as  will 
be  hereafter  mentioned,  have  adopted  our  fishing  hooks,  and  ac- 
knowledging the  superiority  of  our  tools,  have  almost  universally 
laid  aside  their  implements  of  bone.  The  Sandwich  islanders 
■are  in  many  respects  still  more  advanced  in  the  knowledge  and 
use  of  European  commodities.  It  is  not  so  with  the  natives  of 
New  Holland;  they  have  gained  nothing  in  civilization  since 
their  first  discovery  ; they  are  still  the  same  savages  as  in  the 
time  qf  Phillips  and  their  first  settlement. 

, .The  town  of  Sydney,  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  the  seat 
of  the  government,  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  a river,  which 
empties  itself  into  a cove  named  after  the  town.  Sydney  Cove 
has  thus  a . double  advantage,  that  of  being  well  and  plentifully 
provided  with  excellent  water,  and,  at  the  same  time,  possessing 
an  harbour  which  might  contain  with  ease  all  the  royal  navy  of 
Great  Britain.  These  twofold  advantages  rendered  it  much 
more  eligible  than  Botany  Bay,  the  original  destination. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  which  belonged  to  the  first  settle- 
ment of  this  colony,  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  storehouses 
erected  for  the  reception  of  provisions,  houses  for  the  convicts, 
and  barracks  for  the  military,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlers. 
These  buildings,  in  different  parts  of  the  country  most  fit  for 
cultivation,  formed  the  outlines  of  the  present  tow  ns,  of  which 
the  chief  are  Sydney,  Paramatta,  and  Hawkesbury.  The  adja- 
cent country  being  parcelled  out  amongst  such  of  the  settlers  as 
preferred  this  means  of  livelihood,  others  of  a more  mechanical 
and  sedentary  propensity,  collected  together  in- the  villages,  erecting 
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shops.,  establishing  trades*  afcd  becoming  factors  in  the  mutual 
exchange  of  commodities  between  the  people  of  the  country  and 
the  towns.  From  such  beginnings  the  villages  have  increased  to 
towns,  and  Sydney,  according  to  the  most  accurate  calculation  I 
sm  enabled  to  make,  has  now  a population  of  two  thousand  six 
hundred  inhabitants.  They  may  be  classed  under  the  following 
denominations  : 

■ Military  and  civil  establishment,  450 ; convicts  employed  by 
the  crown  in  the  public  works,  bridges,  batteries,  and  dock- 
yards, &c.  400 ; taylors,  shoe-makers,  bakers,  butchers,  carpen- 
ters, and  masons,  250  ; fishermen,  20 ; people  employed  in 
boats,  getting  wood  for  shipping,  bringing  grain  from  the 
Hawkesbury  sealers  in  Bass’s  Straits,  chiefly  employed  on  the 
water,  350 ; petty  traders,  or  pedlars  who  gain  a livelihood  by 
trading,  40  ; women,  600  ; children,  450. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  town  is  about  a mile  from  one  ex- 
tremity to  the  other.  With  the  exception  of  the  store-houses  and 
other  public  buildings,  «ight  out  of  ten  of  the  houses  are  only 
one  story  in  height,  and  whether  built  at  the  first  formation  of 
the  colony,  or  immediately  afterwards,  are  for  the  most  part  com- 
posed of  wattle  and  plaister,  and  some  few,  but  few  indeed,  of 
brick  and  stone.  The  absolute  want  of  lime,  or  any  sufficient 
substitute,  except  that  made  from  shells,  is  an,  invincible  impedi- 
ment against  more  substantial  architecture. 

Sydney  already  comprehends  upwards  of  one-third  of  the 
whole  population  of  New  South  Wales.  The  effect  of  the  cli- 
mate has  been  rather  over-rated.  It  is  chiefly  visible  in  children 
born  in  the  country  of  European  parents,  but  it  is  not  visible  so 
much  in  any  defect,,  as  in  a certain  characteristic  trait  of  coun- 
tenance. These  children  differ  nothing  in  sizq  or  stature  from 
the  common  standard  of  Europe,  but  are  invariably  of  one  com- 
plexion, fair  and  with  white  hair.  Out  of  eleven  hundred  chil- 
dren born  in  New  South  Wales  there  is  scarcely  a single  excep- 
tion to  this  distinction.  Their  eyes  are  usually  black  and  very 
brilliant,  their  disposition  quick  and  volatile,  and  their  loquacity 
such  as  might  render  them  a proverb. 

Nearly  one-lralf  of  the  population,  both  men  and  women, 
are  Irish,  many  of  them  having  been  transported  hither  for 
their  seditious  practices.  It  i3  not  too  much  to  be  dreaded 
that  the  evil  of  their  treason  is  only  removed  to  another  sphere  : 
thus  far  I will  assert,  that  their  transportation  has  not  in  any  de- 
gree changed  their  principles.  Were  an  enemy  to  make  their 
appearance  in  any  force  which  should  promise  effect,  I am  per«* 
suaded  that  this  part  of  the  .convicts,  at  least,  would  join  them, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  facilitate  the  attempt,  for  they 
almost  to  a matt  consider  themselves  as  martyrs  suffering  in- a 
glorious  pause] 
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• Mr.  T.  gives  a melancholy  picture  of  the  depravity  of  the 
convicts.  The  multitude  of  law  suits  and  litigations,  he 
asserts,  exceeds  all  conception.  There  were  upwards  of 
three  hundred  processes  to  be  brought  before  the  next  sitting  of 
the  civil  court.  Indeed,  he  observes,  the  lawyers  and  publicans 
are  the  most  profitable  trades  in  the  colony.  One  of  these  kind 
gentlemen  of  the  quill  had  the  modesty  to  charge  me  4L  6s.  for 
writing  half  a -sheet  of  paper,  and  in  answer  to  my  remonstrance, 
replied  that  he  lost  money  by  me.  This  fellow  was  a convict. 
.Another,  of  a different  trade,  and  a convict,  demanded  5s.  for 
some  very  trifling  repairs  of  a lock,  and  being  told  by  a colonist 
at  band  that  he  had  never  charged  him  more  than  half  the  sum, 
the  fellow  replied,  that  the  lock  belonged  to  a ship,  and  that  it 
was  his  rule  of  trade  to  charge  a ship  double. 

NATIVES  OF  BOTANY  BAY. 

Reformation  on  the  part  of  the  natives  appears  to  be  equally 
as  unpromising  as  on  that  of  the  convicts.  The  aboriginal  in- 
habitants of  this  distant  region,  says  Mr.  T. . are  indeed  beyond 
comparison  the  most  barbarous  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.  The 
residence  of  Europeans  has  here  been  wholly  ineffectual,  the 
natives  are  still  in  the  same  state  as  at  our  first  settlement.  Every 
day  are  men  and  women  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  of  Sydney  and 
Paramatta,  naked  as  in  the  moment  of  their  birth.  In  vain  have 
the  more  humane  of  the  officers  of  the  colony  endeavoured  to 
improve  their  condition  : they  still  persist  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  ease  and  liberty  in  their  own  vvay,  and  turn  a deaf  ear  to 
any  advice  upon  this  subject. 

They  have  an  extraordinary  talent  for  imitation.  Their  mi- 
micking of  the  oddities,  dress,  walk,  gait,  and  looks  of  all  the 
Europeans  whom  they  have  seen  from  the  time  of  governor 
Phillips  downwards,  is  so  exact,  as  to  be  a kind  of  historic  re- 
gister of  their  several  actions  and  characters.  Governor  Phillips 
and  Colonel  Gross  they  imitate  to  the  life  ; and  to  this  day,  if 
there  be  any  thing  peculiar  in  any  of  our  countrymen,  officers  in 
the  corps,  or  even  of  the  convicts,  any  cast  of  the  eye  or  hobble 
in  the  gait,  any  trip  or  strut,  stammering  or  thick  speaking, 
they  catch  it  in  the  moment,  and  represent  it  in  the  manner  which 
renders  it  impossible  not  to  recognize  the  original.  They  are 
moreover  great  proficients  in  the  language  and  Newgate  slang  of 
the  convicts,  and  in  case  of  any  quarrel  are  by  no  means  unequal 
to  them  in  the  exchange  of  abuse.. 

They  are  still  as  unprotected  as  ever  against  the  inclemencies 
of  weather,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  plenty  and  absolute  famine, 
the  natural  evils  of  a savage  life.  In  their  persons  they  are 
meagre  to  a proverb  ; their  skins  are  scarified  in  every  part  with 
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shells,  and  tlieir  faces  besmeared  with  shell-lime  and  red  gum  : 
their  hair  is  matted  with  a moss,  and,  what  they  call,  ornamented 
with  sharks’  teeth;  and' a piece  of  wood,  like  a skewer,  is  fixed 
in  the  cartilages  of  the  nose,  in  a word,  they  compose  alto- 
gether the  most  loathsome  and  disgusting  tribe  on  the  surface  oi 
the  globe. 

Their  principal  subsistence  is  drawn  from  the  sea  and  the  rivers, 
the  grand  storehouse  of  nature  in  ail  the  lands  and  islands  of 
the  Pacific  ; and  were  it  not  for  this  plenteous  magazine,  the  na- 
tives of  these  lands  must  have  long  ceased  to  exist.  From  this 
cause  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  sea-coast  is  much  better 
inhabited  than  the  interior.  When  a dead  whale  is  cast  on  shore, 
they  live  sumptuously,  docking  to  it  in  great  numbers,  and 
seldom  leaving  it  till  the  bones  are  well  picked.  TIi  ir  substi- 
tute for  bread  is  a species  of  root,  something  resembling^  the 
fern ; it  is  roasted  and  pounded  between  two  stones,  and  being 
thus  mixed  with  fish,  &c.  constitutes  the  chief  part  of  their 
food.  They  have  oysters  of  an  extraordinary  size,  three  of  them 
being  sufficient  for  any  ordinary  man.  The  rocks  are  covered 
with  others  of  a smaller  size,  and  which  may  be  had  for  the 
trouble  of  carriage,  and  the  labour  of  knocking  them  off. 

There  are  but  rare  instances  of  their  settling  to  any  of  our 
employments.  Indeed  now  and  then,  when  the  humour  takes 
them,  they  will  occasionally  assist  in  hauling  the  fishing  seine,  or 
pulling  the  boats  up  and  down  the  harbour  ; but  as  to  agricul- 
ture, or  any  trade,  they  appear  as  incapable  of  skill  and  applica- 
tion as  the  beasts  of  the  fields. 

They  are  by  no  means  deficient  in  personal  courage : in 
their  pitched  battles  of  one  part  of  the  country,  against  the 
other,  or  of  one  individual  against  the  other,  they  display 
the  most  determined  bravery  on  the  occasion.  They  defend 
themselves  against  the  spears  of  their  assailants  by  oppos- 
ing only  a shield  of  thick  bark  ; previous  to  their  onset  they 
join  in  a kind  of  song,  and  gradually  increase  their  noise  till  they 
work  themselves  up  into  a frantic  fury,  their  countenances  being 
iu  the  mean  time  convulsed,  and  every  feature  of  their  face  ex~ 
pressive  of  the  fury  of  their  mind.  The  causes  of  their  quarrels 
appear  to  arise  from  jealousy  of  their  women,  and  one  mode  of 
retaliation  is  seizing  on  and  ravishing  them  : the  quarrel  is  at  first 
confined  to  two  individuals,  but  afterwards  becomes  more  ge- 
neral. Never  w as  more  determined  bravery  displayed  than  by 
these  people.  Their  spears  are  thrown  with  such  force  as  to 
pierce  their  shields  through  and  through  ; but  though  they  must 
suffer  the  greatest  pain  in  the  extraction  of  these  weapons,  such 
is  their  patience,  or  rather  their  absolute  want  of  feeling,  that 
they  bear*  it  unmoved,  and  never,  or  very  rarely,  fly  from  the 
field  of  battle. 
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Of  one  instance  of  flight  1 was,  indeed,  myself  a spectator ; 
this  was  in  a man  condemned  for  some  crime  or  other  to  exem- 
plary punishment.  A certain  number  of  his  comrades,  about 
fourteen,  were  selected  to  inflict  it,  and  arranged  themselves 
around  him  in  the  form  of  a crescent,,  the  poor  fellow  being  allow- 
ed to  defend  himself  from  their  spears  with  his  bark  shield  in  the 
best  manner  he  was  able.  They  began,  as  savages  usually  do 4 
with  throwing  their  spears  in  every  direction  with  the  greatest 
impetuosity:  the  poor  fellow  parried  them  off  most  wonderfully, 
and  had  they  been  ranged  in  a right  line  before  him,  would  have 
escaped  most  of  them,  but  being  ranged  around  him,  he  receiv- 
ed many  a grievous  wound,  and  at  last  took  to  his  heels,  flying 
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into  the  town  of  Sydney,  where  he  fell  down  and  expired.  There 
is  another  custom  among  them,  when  a person  is  killed,  either 
by  a pitched  battle,  or  by  an  unlucky  blow  in  a hasty  quarrel, 
that  the  survivor  is  obliged  to  stand  on  his  defence  from  a certain 
number  of  spears  to  be  thrown  by  the  relatives  of  the  deceased. 
If  he  survives,,  the  matter  ends,  but  if  be  should  be  killed,  his 
Antagonist  groes  through  the  same  ordeal. 

. The  quickness  of  their  eye  and  ear  is  equally  singular ; they 
can  hear  and  distinguish  objects  'which  would  escape  an  Euro- 
pean. This  circumstance  renders  them  very  acceptable  guides 
to  our  sportsmen  in  the  woods,  as  they  never  fail  to  point  out 
the  game  before  any  European  can  discover  it.  They  are  in 
general  most  accomplished  marksmen;  [ have  seen  them  bring 
down  a bird  not  larger  than  a pigeon  at  the  distance  of  thirty 
yards. 

They  sleep  beneath  the  canopy  of  heaven  for  their  covering, 
or  under  some  but  as  little  sheltered  from  the  rudeness  of  the 
wintry  blast.  In  wet  weather  they  retreat  to  the  caverns  in  the 
rocks,  and  remain  there,  having  lighted  tires  at  the  mouth,  till 
the  tempest  is  dispelled.  They  are  said  to  be  terribly  afraid  of 
visions  and  apparitions.  Their  canoes,  composed  of  the  bark  of 
trees  tied  together  in  small  splinters,  are  the  most  miserable 
that  it  is  possible  to  conceive;  they  are  usually  half  full  of  water, 
and  nothing  but  the  natural  buoyancy  of  the  materials  could  pre- 
vent them  a minute  from  sinking.  In  this  crazy  craft  a whole 
family  may  frequently  be  seen  fishing;  a fire  of  embers  is  usually 
in  the  midst  of  the  vessel,  and  the  fish  they  catch  is  thus  dressed, 
or  rather  half  warmed,  in  the  same  instant  in  w hich  it  is  caught. 

Upon  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony,  all  intercourse  was 
much  impeded  by  their  jealousy  of  their  new  visitors.  It  was 
not  without  many  friendly  advances  and  some  artifice  that  the 
governor  could  in  any  degree  appease  them,  or  induce  them  to 
venture  among  the  settlers.  One  of  their  chiefs,  Bennelong,  a 
warrior  of  great  repute,  it  is  said,  was  caught  by  a very  singular 
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expedient:  having  taken  a liking  to  a sailor's  jacket,  it  was 
offered  to  him  without  hesitation,  and  a sailor  ordered  to  assist 
him  in  putting  it  on ; the  fellow  obeyed,  and  by  putting  the 
back  of  the  jacket  in  front,  contrived  to  hamper  the  arms,  and 
thus  effectually  secure  the  sturdy  savage. 

It  is  one  thing  however  to  catch,  and  another  to  civilize,  a na- 
tive of  New  South  Wales,  in  vain  did  the  governor  lavish  on 
him  every  attention,  and  every  friendly  office,  clothing  and 
feasting  him  daily ; all  his  care  was  thrown  away,  for  he  made 
several  attempts  to  regain  his  liberty,  but  without  effect.  This 
man  accompanied  the  governor  to  England,  and  was  there  exhi- 
bited as  a specimen  of  the  natives  of  New  Holland,  and  treated 
with  that  favour  and  distinction  which  the  good-humour,  per 
haps  the  folly,  of  the  fashionable  world,  lavishes  indiscriminately 
upon  every  novelty. 

I heard  another  ridiculous  anecdote,  and  the  ignorance  of  the 
natives  renders  it  not  incredible.  Some  iish  belonging  to  the 
sailors  of  a ship  in  the  harbour  being  boiling  in  a camp-kettle 
over  the  tire  on  shore,  some  of  the  natives  observed  them  with  a 
look  of  desire,  and  watching  their  opportunity,  slily  put  in  their 
hands  to  take  one  out,  and  being  thus  as  it  were  caught  in  a 
trap,  betook  themselves  to  flight,  with  looks  of  equal  terror  and 
astonishment,  and  roaring  like  so  many  wounded  bulls.  1 can 
the  more  readily  believe  this,  as  I know  from  my  own  experience, 
that  except  in  their  mimickr 7 they  can  scarcely  connect  two  ideas 
together. 

Whilst  Bennelong,  the  Botany  Bay  chief,  was  in  England,  tie 
was  presented  to  many  of  the  principal  nobility  and  first  families 
of  the  kingdom,  and  received  from  many  of  them  presents  of 
clothes  and  other  articles,  which  a savage  of  any  other  country 
would  have  deemed  almost  inestimable.  It  was  not  so,  how- 
ever, with  Bennelong;  he  was  no  sooner  re-landed  in  his  own 
country,  than  he  forgot,  or  at  leagt  laid  aside,  all  the  ornaments 
and  improvements  he  had  reaped  from  his  travels,  and  returned 
as  if  with  increased  relish,  to  all  his  former  loathsome  and  sa- 
vage habits.  His  clothes  were  thrown  away  as  burthensome  re 
straints  on  the  freedom  of  his  limbs,  and  he  became  again  as 
complete  a New  Hollander  as  if  he  had  never  left  his  native 
wilds.  Indeed  the  same  observation  holds  good  with  respect  to 
the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  for  although  they  are  continually 
craving  for  clothes,  it  is  but  seldom,  very  seldom,  they  appear 
in  them  a second  time. 

___  9- 

It  must  not  indeed  be  denied,  that  Bennelong  is  somewhat 
advanced  beyond  his  countrymen  in  European  acquisitions,  for 
he  can  occasionally  converse  with  ease  and  even  interest.  The 
names  of  Lady  Sydney  and  Lady  Jane  Hundas,  are  often  ha  hi* 
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mouth,  and  he  appears  justly  grateful  for  the  favours  received 
from  these  his  fair  patronesses.  It  is  not  unpleasing  to  listen  to 
his  relations  of  the  wonders  seen  by  him  during  his  abode  in 
England.  One  incident  in  particular  he  relates  with  all  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  a favourite  story:  that  of  being  at  the  house  of  a 
very  respectable  gentleman,  and  surrounded  with  numberless 
visitors  of  curiosity,  an  old  gentleman,  unmoved  amidst  the  ge- 
neral eagerness,  look  no  farther  notice  of  him  than  bestowing 
on  him  a single  glance;  and  then  helped  himself  bountifully  to  a 
pinch  of  snuff,  and  requested  the  company  to  pass  the  bottle, 
which  for  some  time  had  been  quite  neglected.  This  apathy 
and  indexible  gravity,  seems  to  have  made  more  impression  on 
the  mind  of  Bennelong  than  all  the  wonders  and  glitters  of 
dress  that  he  had  seen  that  evening ; and  from  the  pleasure  he 
takes  in  relating  this  incident,  he  no  doubt  considers  the  old  gen- 
tleman as  one  of  the  wisest  men  in  the  company,  or  perhaps  in 
England. 

A gentleman  of  great  humanity  made  the  trial  of  cultivating 
a young  native  boy  and  girl,  beginning  with  them  from  their  in- 
fancy, justly  thinking  that  this  early  commencement  gave  the 
best  promise  of  success. 

They  were  accordingly  strictly  and  anxiously  attended,  and 
supplied  with  food,  clothes,  and  every  thing  either  necessary  to 
their  comfort,  or  to  the  forming  them  to  the  European  habits  ; 
no  sooner,  however,  upon  their  advanced  age,  were  they  re- 
stored to  their  free  choice  and  liberty  of  action,  than  throwing 
aside  all  their  European  improvements,  and  rejecting  with  dis- 
dain all  the  habits  of  civilized  life,  they  returned  to  their  coun- 
trymen, and  preferred  even  the  famine  of  a savage  life  to  all 
the  plenty  and  comparative  luxury  of  a civil  society.  But,  dif- 
ferent even  from  the  most  savage  people  of  these  seas,  the  na- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  appear  to  want  the  smallest  portion 
of  natural  modesty;  clothes  are  almost  daily  given  to  some  or 
other  of  them,  yet  may  they  be  daily  seen  naked  in  the  streets  of 
Sydney  and  Paramatta.  To  me,  indeed,  they  appeared  altoge- 
ther the  most  stupid  and  insensible  race  of  men  I had  ever  seen. 

They  are  wholly  without  any  form  of  government,  or  any 
family,  or  individual,  whom  they  acknowledge  as  their  king,  or 
chief.  If  there  exists  any  superiority,  it  is  that  of  personal 
strength  or  courage,  and  the  only  distinction  they  procure  their 
possessor  is  that  of  being  more  frequently  summoned  to  assist 
in  avenging  the  real  or  fancied  injuries  of  his  friends  and 
neighbours. 

COURTSHIP  AN  r>  MARRIAGES  OF  THE  NATIVES. 

They  sometimes  marry  into  other  families,  but  seem  to  consider 


ROUND  THE  WORLD 


11 


tins  union  as  unlawful  between  relations  nearer  than  first  cousins. 
They  observe  no  particular  ceremony  in  their  marriages,  though 
their  mode  of  courtship  is  not  without  its  singularity.  When  a 
voung  man  sees  a female  to  his  fancy,  he  informs  her  she  must 
accompany  him  home;  the  lady  refuses;  he  not  only  enforces 
compliance  with  threats  but  blows  : thus  the  gallant,  according 
to  the  custom,  never  fails  to  gain  the  victory,  and  bears  off*  the 
willing,  though  struggling,  pugilist.  The  colonists  for  some 
time  entertained  the  idea  that  the  women  were  compelled,  and 
forced  away  against  their  inclinations;  but  the  young  ladies  in- 
formed them,  that  this  mode  of  gallantry  was  the  custom,  and 
perfectly  to  their  taste. 

The  women  appear  to  attach  themselves  faithfully  to  their  hus- 
bands thus  chosen:  they  are  exceeding  jealous  of  them,  and  it 
must  be  confessed  not  without  just  cause.  From  this  source 
indeed  flow  the  greater  part  of  their  quarrels;  which  usually 
commence  with  two  or  three  individuals,  and  thence  extend 
themselves  to  families  and  the  neighbouring  tribes.  In 
these  instances,  as  before  observed,  their  battles  are  furious  be- 
yond description,  and  seldom  terminate  hut  in  the  death  of  many 
of  the  combatants;  they  cast  and  ward  off  their  spears  with  un- 
common dexterity,  and  when  in  close  quarter  wield  their  massy 
clubs  with  the  most  determined  courage.  As  they  possess  no 
other  property,  the  women  are  at  once  the  cause  of  the  Avar,  and 
the  spoil  of  the  victory.  The  injury  to  the  women,  however, 
usually  terminates  in  a violence  on  their  persons,  which  by  a fe- 
male native  of  Botany  Bay  is  not  perhaps  considered  as  a very 
serious  evil. 

From  the  author’s  subsequent  remarks  on  these  savages,  it  ap- 
pears that  not  one-fourth  of  tlieir  children  attain  the  age  of  four 
years,  owing  to  their  scanty  manner  of  living.  They  separate 
the  first  two  joints  from  the  little  finger  of  the  right  hand  of  the 
female  child,  and  throw  it  into  the  sea;  and  when  the  male 
children  attain  to  puberty,  they  knock  out  one  of  their  front 
teeth  with  a stone.  They  shew  the  most  determined  courage  ia 
assaults  with  the  spear,  hut  are  greatly  in  awe  of  fire-arms. 

ACCOUNT  OF  NORFOLK  ISLAND. 

Our  author  and  his  vessel  left  X^ort- Jackson  for  Norfolk 
Island,  to  dispose  of  part  of  his  cargo ; but  sales  being  uncom- 
monly dull,  he  had  time  to  make  his  observations  on  the  island. 
In  beauty  and  fertility  , this  spot  is  infinitely  superior  to  Poit- 
Jackson:  and  hither  the  most  abandoned  of  the  convicts  are 
sent  on  falling  under  the  sentence  of  the  law  a second  time. 
W ithout  the  aid  of  any  manure,  the  soil  yields  two  harvests  each 
year : it  would  therefore  be  invaluable,  did  not  the  propensity 
#f  the  settlers  for  intoxication  impede  its  prosperity.  They  arc 
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frequently  drunk  for  a week  together ; and  distillation  being  pro~ 
hibited,  they  will  purchase  spirits  at  almost  any  price.  Wheat  is 
here  eight  shillings  per  bushel,  and  pork  sixpence  per  pound. 
The  quantity  of  land  granted  to  a settler  is,  twenty-five  acres  to 
a convict  whose  time  has  expired,  thirty  to  a private  soldier,  and 
fifty  to  a non-commissioned  officer.  The  most  respectable  of 
the  settlers  are  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Sirius,,  who  were 
wrecked  on  the  island,  and  preferred  remaining  upon  it.  Around 
the  coast  of  this  island  fish  are  as  abundant  as  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  Its  population,  including  women  and  children,  is  about 
1000.  Mr.  T.  concludes  his  account  of  Norfolk  Island  with  the 
following 

SINGULAR  INSTANCE  OF  SOLITUDE,  WHICH  OCCURRED 

ABOUT  EIGHT  YEARS  AGO. 

One  of  the  prisoners,  says  lie,  belonging  to  the  out-gangs,  being 
sent  into  camp  on  Saturday,  to  draw  the  weekly  allowance  of  pro- 
vision for  his  mess,  fell  unfortunately  into  the  company  of  a party 
of  convicts,  who  were  playing  cards  for  their  allowance,,  a thing 
very  frequent  amongst  them.  With  as  little  resolution  as  his  su- 
periors in  similar  situations,  after  being  a while  a looker-on,  he 
at  length  suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  take  a hand ; and 
in  the  event,  lost  not  only  his  own  portion,  but  that  of  the  whole 
mess.  Being  a man  of  a timid  nature,  his  misfortune  overcame 
his  reason,  and  conceiving  his  situation  amongst  his  messmates' 
insupportable,  he  formed  and  executed  the  extravagant  resolution 
of  absconding  into  the  glens. 

Every  possible  enquiry  was  now  made  after  him;  it  was  known 
that  he  had  drawn  the  allowance  of  his  mess,  and  almost  in  the 
same  moment  discovered  that  he  had  lost  it  at  play  ; search  upon 
search  however  was  made  to  no  purpose.  But,  as  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  could  subsist  without  occasionally  maraudings 
t was  believed  that  he  must  shortly  be  taken  in  his  predatory 
excursions.  These  expectations,  however,  were  in  vain,  for  the 
fellow  managed  his  business  with  such  dexterity,  keeping  closely 
within  his  retreat  during  the  day,  and  marauding  for  his  subsist- 
ence only  by  night,  that  in  despite  of  the  narrow  compass  of  the 
island,  lie  eluded  all  search.  His  nocturnal  depredations  were 
solely  confined  to  the  supply  of  his  necessities ; Indian  coni, 
potatoes,  pum kins,  and  melons.  He  seldom  visited  the  same 
place  a second  time ; but  shifting  from  place  to  place,  always 
contrived  to  make  his  escape  before  the  theft  was  scarcely  disco- 
vered, or  the  depredator  suspected.  In  vain  was  a reward  of- 
fered for  his  apprehension,  and  year  after  year  every  possible 
search  instituted ; at  times  it  was  considered  that  he  was  deadly 
till  the  revival  of  the  old  trade  pi  oved  that  the  dextrous  and  in- 
visible thief  still  existed. 
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In  the  pursuit  of  him,  his  pursuers  have  often  been  so  near 
him,  that  he  has  not  unfrequentJy  heard  their  wishes  that  they 
might  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  him.  The  reward  being 
promised  in  spirits  (a  temptation  to  which  many  would  have 
sacrificed  their  brother)  excited  almost  the  whole- island  to  join 
m the  pursuit;  and  even  those  whose  respectability  set  them 
above  any  pecuniary  compensation,  were  animated  with  a desire 
of  hunting  in  so  extraordinary  a chase.  These  circumstances 
concurred  to  aggravate  the  terror  of  the  unhappy  fugitive,  as, 
from  his  repeated  depredations,  he  indulged  no  hope  of  pardon. 

Nothing  of  this  kind,  however,  was  intended  ; it  was  hu- 
manely thought  that  he  had  already  sustained  sufficient  punish- 
ment for  his  original  crime,  and  that  his  subsequent  depredations, 
being  solely  confined  to  necessary  food,  were  venial,  and  ren- 
dered him  a subject  rather  of  pity  than  of  criminal  infliction. 
Of  these  resolutions,  however,  he  knew  nothing  ; and  therefore 
his  terror  continued. 

Chance,  however,  at  length  accomplished  what  had  baffled 
every  fixed  design.  One  morning  about  break  of  day,  a man 
going  to  his  labour  observed  a fellow  hastily  crossing  the  road ; 
he  was  instantly  struck  with  the  idea  that  this  must  be  the  man, 
the  object  of  such  general  pursuit.  Animated  with  this  belief, 
he  exerted  his  utmost  efforts  to  seize  him,  and,  after  a vigorous 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  poor  fugitive,  finally  succeeded  in 
his  design.  It  was  to  no  purpose  to  assure  the  affrighted  wretch 
that  his  life  was  safe,  and  that  his  apprehension  was  only  sought 
to  relieve  him  from  a life  more  suited  to  a beast  than  a human 
creature. 

The  news  of  this  apprehension  flew  through  the  island,  and 
every  one  was  more  curious  than  another  to  gain  a sight  of  this 
phenomenon,  who  for  upwards  of  five  years  had  so  effectually 
secluded  himself  from  all  human  society.  Upon  being  brought 
into  the  camp,  and  the  presence  of  the  governor,  never  did  con- 
demned malefactor  feel  more  acutely ; he  appeared  to  imagine 
that  the  moment  of  his  execution  approached,  and,  trembling  in 
every  joint,  seemed  to  turn  his  eyes  in  search  of  the  executioner. 
His  person  was  such  as  may  well  be  conceived  from  his  long  se- 
clusion from  human  society ; his  beard  had  never  been  shaved 
from  the  moment  of  his  first  disappearance;  he  was  clothed  in 
some  rags  he  had  picked  up  by  the  way  in  some  of  his  nocturnal 
peregrinations,  and  even  his  own  language  was  at  first  unutter- 
able and  unintelligible  by  him. 

After  some  previous  questions,  as  to  what  had  induced  him 
to  form  such  a resolution,  and  by  what  means  he  had  so  long 
subsisted,  the  governor  gave  him  his  pardon,  and  restored  him 

t©  society,  of  which  he  afterwards  became  a very  useful  member. 

«*  * 
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The  author  next  proceeded  to  Bass’s  Streights,  and  stopped 
at  the  Society  Islands  in  quest  of  provisions.  On  arriving  at ' 
Otabeite,  he  was  visited  by  the  missionaries,  and  informed  that 
a terrible  war  prevailed  in  the  island,  excited  by  the  tyrannical 
government  of  the  family  of  Fomarrie  a general  dearth  in  con- 
sequence prevailed.  He  gives  the  following 

CURIOUS  PARTICULARS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  NATIVES  OF 

OTAHEJTE. 

We  had  not  been  long  at  anchor,  says  Mr.  Turnbull,  when  the 
king  Otoo,  with  Ids  consort  Tetua,  came  along-side  in  separate 
canoes,  both  dressed  in  the  teboota,  appropriated  for  the  royal 
family  and  other  females  of  the  first  distinction.  This  part  of 
dress  is  merely  an  oblong  piece  of  doth,  having  an  opening  in 
the  middle,  to  be  passed  over  the  head,  and  hanging  down  before 
and  behind,  but  open  at  the  sides,  allowing  the  wearer  to  move 
with  great  freedom.  The  queen  had  besides  a piece  of  country 
cloth  w rapped  round  her  waist,  and  her  hair  dressed  with  a sort 
of  bonnet  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-tree.  She  appeared 
fo  be  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  with  good  features,  and 
In  size  above  the  ordinary  standard  of  British  ladies : she  w'as 
employed  in  the  humble  office  of  baling  the  water  out  of  her 
canoe.  She  and  Otoo  were  cousins,  and  her  sister  was  married 
to  Tei  enaveroa  king  of  Tieraboo,  Otoo’s  brother ; following 
the  patriarchal  system  in  this  respect,  by  marrying  their  nearest  re- 
lations. This  lady  at  our  first  interview  was  somewhat  reserved, 
but  upon  better  acquaintance  became  more  familiar.  The  king 
appeared  in  his  teboota  and  marra ; this  last  being  a narrow 
piece  of  cloth  passing  between  the  legs  and  round  the  middle 
with  the  ends  folded  inwards,  pins  being  unknown  in  that  part 
of  the  world  : these  two  articles  constitute  a complete  Otaheitan 
dress.  He  remained  a long  time  in  silent  admiration,  gazing  at 
every  thing  he  saw,  with  an  air  at  once  stupid  and  forbidding. 
The  unusual  stupidity  of  his  look  and  manners  at  this  his  first  in- 
terview', was  doubtless  the  effect  of  an  immoderate  use  of  the 
ava,  a plant  which  produces  an  intoxication  similar  to  that  of  the. 
opium  amongst  the  Turks.  In  our  subsequent  conversations  we 
found  him  to  be  lively  and  entertaining,  and  fond  of  questioning 
us  on  such  different  subjects  as  might  be  supposed  to  interest  a 
curious,  and  therefore  intelligent,  savage. 

From  the  confined  circle  of  their  ideas,  it  w as  impossible  to 
give  them  any  conception  of  the  arts,  the  manufactures,  the 
wealth,  or  resources  and  enjoyments,  of  Europeans:  besides, 
they  are  fully  persuaded  that  their  own  is  the  first  country  on  the 
face  of  the  globe,  although  they  set  so  high  a value  on  many  of 
the  tools,  instruments,  and  other  useful  articles  of  Europeans, 
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as  not  unfrequently  to  seek  them  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 
A variety  of  circumstances  have  combined  to  impress  the  minds 
of  these  people  (whose  information  we  must  naturally  suppose 
very  limited)  with  an  idea  that  their  country  is  superior  to  every 
other : such  as  the  late  settlement  of  the  British  missionaries  m 
Otaheite,  the  voyage  of  captain  Bligh  thither  to  procure  the 
bread-fruit  tree,  and  the  frequent  visits  to  their  country  by 
vessels  of  different  nations. 

The  king  being  very  desirous  to  obtain  some  of  our  ava# 
that  is,  spirituous  liquors,  we  gratified  him  with  a small  quantity 
in  a cocoa-nut  shell,  which  was  handed  down  to  him  in  his  canoe. 
On  receiving  the  present  he  said  aloud.  My  ty  te  tat  a,  My  ty 
te  pahie — very  good  men,  very  good  ship  ; and  with  this  com- 
pliment in  his  mouth  took  his  leave  of  us  to  pay  a similar  vi- 
sit, and  with  a similar  purpose,  to  the  Porpoise,  a brig  of 
war,  which  was  at  that  time  in  the  harbour.  We  afterwards 
learned  that  his  majesty  was  somewhat  too  much  addicted  to  the 
use  of  such  liquors,  and  that  he  would  go  ail  lengths  to  procure 
them.  His  father  Pomarrie  was  not  yet  returned  from  the  ex- 
pedition against  his  enemies  in  another  part  of  the  island.  It 
may  be  necessary  here  to  observe,  that  by  the  laws  of  Otaheite, 
the  son,  immediately  on  his  birth,  succeeds  to  the  dignity  of  his 
father,  the  father  from  that  instant  becoming  only  administrator 
for  bis  child.  Otoo,  therefore,  was  king  ; and  Pomarrie,  hi$ 
father,  regent. 

About  this  time  the  king’s  mother  Edeah  appeared  alongside, 
in  a canoe,  attended  by  her  favourite,  a chief  of  the  island 
II uaheine,  a man  of  a most  savage  figure  and  manners.  This 
lady  had  been  for  some  years  separated  from  her  husband  Po- 
marrie ; but  had  not  on  this  account  suffered  any  diminution  of 
power  or  respect  in  the  country.  These  two  personages  came 
on  board  our  ship  with  their  characteristic  frankness,  and  were 
treated  by  us  with  all  possible  attention,  having  learned  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  mission,  that  Edeah  still  enjoyed  such  in- 
11  uence  in  the  state,  that  her  favour  might  be  essentially  useful 
to  us,  as  we  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  her  resentment.  No 
pains  therefore  were  spared  to  gain  her  good  will ; she  and  her 
favourite  chief  were  conducted  to  the  cabin,  and  there  enter- 
tained with  grog,  tobacco,  &c.  &c.  Several  presents  were  of- 
fered her,  on  which  she  seemed  to  set  very  little  value ; but  ex- 
pressed great  eagerness  to  possess  a pu  puey  or  musket.  This, 
however,  we  thought  most  prudent  to  withhold  at  present,  as 
we  were  not  as  yet  sufficiently  acquainted  with  our  company,  nor 
with  the  state  of  matters  on  shore.  This  queen  dowager  and 
her  paramour  however  continued  to  drink,  and  interchange  to- 
bacco, until  it  was  nearly  impossible  for  them  to  leave  the  ship, 
jeaeh  seeming  equally  delighted  with  their  entertainment. 
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Towards  the  close  of  the  day  a number  of  young  females  re- 
sorted to  the  ship,  dressed  in  a manner  very  suitable  to  their 
purpose,  that  of  attracting  admirers.  Their  complexion  was 
olive,  but  with  various  shades  of  darkness.  Their  head-dress 
consisted  of  a neat  little  bonnet,  made  from  the  leaves  of  the 
cocoa-tree  split  into  small  pieces  ; some  of  these  were  of  a 
green,  others  yellow  or  straw  colour.  Their  hair  was  orna- 
mented with  white  flowers  resembling  our  lily,  and  highly  scented 
with  sandal  wood  perfume  and  cocoa-nut  oil.  Their  drapery 
was  composed  chiefly  of  two  pieces  of  cloth  of  the  country 
fabric,  one  wrapped  round  the  body,  and  another  thrown  grace- 
fully over  the  shoulders  and  descending  to  the  middle  of  the  leg. 
Their  feet  were  uncovered,  agreeably  to  the  universal  custom  of 
all  ranks  in  the  country.  The  colours  and  quality  of  their 
dresses  were  very  various,  probably  to  suit  the  taste  of  the 
wearers;  but  none  of  them  wore  the  tiaboota  or  teboota. 
Many  of  these  ladies  rowed  their  own  canoes,  managing  them 
with  a skill  equal  to  that  of  the  men,  who  were  in  general 
dressed  in  the  raarra  and  tiaboota,  but  of  a coarser  stuff  than 
those  of  the  great  personages  we  had  before  seen.  Their  coun- 
tenance expressed  much  good  nature  and  cheerfulness,  and 
their  deportment  was  affable  and  courteous.  Some  of  the  men 
wore  their  straight  black  hair  flowing  loose  upon  their  shoulders, 
others  again  had  it  tied  in  a knot  on  the  top  of  the  head;  in  this 
differing  from  the  women,  whose  hair  was  generally  cut  short 
behind.  Their  whole  appearance  was  clean  and  comfortable. 

- Pomarrie,  having  by  this  time  learned  our  arrival,  hastened  to 
welcome  us  to  his  country,  doubtless  in  the  hope  of  receiving 
his  share  of  presents,  as  it  had  been  reported  that  our  cargo  was 
of  uncommon  value.  His  approach  with  two  canoes,  was  con- 
ducted with  many  formalities.  When  he  came  alongside,  he 
ordered  his  arrival  to  be  announced  in  due  form,  and  refused  to 
come  on  board  until  we  were  all  in  readiness  to  receive  him  with 
due  respect.  On  entering  the  ship,  he  presented  to  me  a plan- 
tain leaf,  the  Otaheitan  token  of  peace  and  friendship,  and  be- 
haved on  the  whole  with  much  affability,  mingled  with  a certain 
feeling  of  his  former  dignified  rank. 

It  has  been  before  observed,  that  according  to  the  singular 
custom  of  Otaheite,  Pomarrie,  formerly  king,  was  now  only 
regent,  Otoo  bis  son  being  king;  though  the  regal  power,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  was  exercised  by  Pomarrie.  This  custom  of 
the  son  disinheriting  the  father,  is  one  of  the  most  curious  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Otaheitan  goternment.  In  a coun- 
try more  civilized,  a more  certain  source  of  civil  wars,  a di- 
vided government,  and  of  every  crime  which  must  arise  from 
the  opposition  of  ambition  to  natural  duty,  could  not  have  beeH 
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well  contrived;  but  Otaheite  is  as  yet  the  country  of  na- 
ture. 

The  writer  was  particularly  distinguished  by  Pomarrie,  who 
embraced  him  in  the  country  fashion,  that  is,  by  touching  noses ; 
after  which,  Pomarrie,  squeezed  him  gently  all  over  the  body, 
and  swaddled  him  up  in  a quantity  of  cloth,  so  that  he  could  with 
difficulty  move  his  limbs,  being  literally  musket  proof.  Pomarrie 
informed  him  that  this  was  the  practice  in  his  country  in  making 
a To i/o  or  Friend , at  the  same  time  giving  his  own  name  to  his 
newly  adopted  Tayo,  whose  name  he  took  to  himself  in  exchange. 
When  these  ceremonies  were  gone  through,  Pomarrie  began  to 
examine  every  object  around  him,  often  expressing  his  admiration 
with  loud  and  energetic  expressions  of  my  ty,  my  ty  (very  good, 
very  good).  He  requested  that  we  would  pay  him  the  compli- 
ment of  firing  a few  guns,  to  shew  the  natives  the  respect  we  en- 
tertained for  their  regent,  and  late  king*.  Our  compliance  with 
this  request  drew  from  him  similar  demonstrations  of  his  satis- 
faction; and  a proposal  that  some  of  his  bravest  warriors  might 
be  permitted  to  discharge  the  guns  themselves,  to  shew  us  that 
they  were  not  afraid  of  such  formidable  instruments  of  destruc- 
tion. 

Pomarrie  was  not  less  that  six  feet  four  inches  in  height,  re- 
markably stout  made,  and  well  proportioned.  His  son  Otoo  is 
upwards  of  six  feet  two  inches  high,  and  equally  well  made.  In 
the  train  of  followers,  was  a dwarf  only  thirty- nine  inches  high, 
full  grown,  and  duly  proportioned  in  every  respect;  his  age  be- 
tween three  and  four  and  twenty.  At  this  time  Pomarrie  seemed 
to  labour  under  a general  debility,  occasioned  by  the  fatigues  of 
the  war,  now  brought  to  a termination ; for  which  happy  event 
the  English  missionaries  in  the  island  had  this  day  celebrated  a 
public  thanksgiving ; and  in  the  evening  one  of  their  number 
came  on  board  our  vessel,  to  exhort  our  countrymen  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

The  next  day  the  ship  received  another  visit  from  the  royal 
family,  who  were  particularly  pressing  for  presents  of  fire-arms, 
which  the  captain  at  last  found  it  necessary  to  give  them  ; and 
a blunderbuss  being  offered  to  Pomarrie,  it  occasioned  a quarrel 
between  him  aud  his  son  Otoo,  the  reigning  king,  who  conceiving 
himself  the  greater  man,  forced  his  father  to  resign  the  blunder- 
buss and  take  a musket  which  had  been  given  to  himself.  They 
were  also  obliged  to  give  a musket  to  the  queen,  before  they 
could  get  rid  of  her. 

Pomarrie’s  visit,  says  Mr.  Turnbull,  being  w hat  he  called  one  of 
friendship  to  his  Tayo,  he  desired  to  be  accommodated  with  a bed, 
as  well  for  himself  as  for  a supplementary  wife,  who  attended  him 
in  the  double  capacity  of  mistress  and  servant.  It  was  his  practice 
Turnbull.]  » 
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to  be  fed  by  this  lady,  or  some  other  trusty  attendant,  when  in  con.v- 
panv  with  strangers;  as,  according  to  the  customs  of  Otaheite, 
he  would  have  disgraced  himself  by  carrying  his  hand  to  his 
mouth.  We  found,  however,  afterwards,  that  on  shore  he  was 
not  so  scrupulous  on  this  point  of  etiquette.  During  the  after- 
noon,  that  he  might  see  how  much  l considered  myself  honoured 
by  becoming  his  Tayo,  I showed  him  all  possible  attention,  and 
in  person  waited  on  him  as  his  servant.  His  questions  were  as 
numerous,  and  for  the  most  part  as  insignificant  as  usual ; some 
of  them  argued  a greater  strength  of  mind,  and  a more  warlike 
propensity.  He  enquired  repeatedly,  if  any  of  us  were  acquainted 
with  the  art  of  making  gunpowder  ; and  as  he  had  learned  from 
the  mutineers  of  the  .Bounty,  that  it  was  a composition,  and  not 
the  farina  of  a vegetable,  as  supposed  by  other  savages,  he  de- 
manded its  component  parts,  and  whether  they  might  not  be  found 
in  the  soil  of  Otaheite: — Was  my  royal  master  a larger  man 
than  him,  had  he  a comely  countenance,  was  his  dress  elegant, 
and  sundry  other  particulars  respecting  her  majesty,  and  the  ladies 
of  rank  in  our  country  ; and  whether  our  armourer  could  make 
muskets,  and  how  1 liked  Otaheite.  Such  was  the  curiosity  of 
Pomarrie,  and  his  female  attendant,  that  the  whole  afternoon 
was  employed  in  minutely  examining  every  object  around  them. 
They  were  particularly  struck  with  the  sight  of  two  American 
negroes  in  our  ship’s  company,  both  of  whom  were  of  a com- 
plexion uncommonly  dark,  and  had  short  woolly  hair.  The  Qta- 
heitans  seemed  to  think  the  deep  colour  of  the  skin  was  produced 
by  painting,  as  they  at  different  times  tried  to  rub  it  off'. 

The  Otaheitans,  it  appears,  are  passionately  attached  to  music, 
and  particularly  the  Scotch  bagpipe,  w ith  which  Captain  Cooke 
entertained  them.  In  the  present  instance  they  were  obliged  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  tones  of  a fiddle. — The  importunities  of  these 
people  for  fire-arms  at  length  became  so  great,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  artifice  in  order  to  check  them.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly settled,  says  Mr.  Turnbull,  that  when  the  natives  should 
repeat  their  importunities,  they  should  be  regularly  referred  to  the 
armorer  alone.  This  man  had  been  bred  a blacksmith  at 
Stockton,  had  afterwards  served  some  campaigns  in  the  army  as  a 
farrier,  and  in  other  respects  was  well  qualified  to  treat  with  the 
natives.  They  accordingly  assaulted  him  with  all  the  blandish- 
ment and  natural  endearment,  which  to  minds  of  benevolence  is 
the  most  resistless  kind  of  flattery.  It  was  a matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  many  of  us,  that  the  fellow  could  maintain  bis  purpose. 
He  had  one  answer,  how'ever,  for  all ; that  his  fire-gun,  as  they 
called  his  bellows,  could  do  nothing  until  certain  dues  were  paid  ; 
and  these  being  rather  heavy,  ridded  him  gradually  of  his 
customers.  It  was  in  vain  that  they  made  him  their  Tayo, 
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enveloping  him  in  cloth,  and  affecting  jealousy  at  his  preference 
of  each  other  ; the  fellow  was  inexorable,  and  as  deaf  as  his  fire- 
gun.  Finding  themselves  thus  disappointed,  they  now  changed 
their  language,  calling  him  'allow  tata,  allow  tata , “ very  bad 
fellow,  very  bad  fellow,”  words  they  had  picked  up  from  former 
English  visitors. 

EFFECTS  OF  INTOXICATION  ON  THE  NATIVES. 

One  day,  observes  the  author,  we  had  Edeah  and  her  favourite 
chief  to  dine  on  board ; not  that  they  cared  for  our  food  dressed 
alter  our  own  manner,  because  they  knew  that  unless  they  ate  with 
us,  they  could  hope  for  none  of  our  ava  and  tobacco,  for  which 
they  both  ardently  longed.  That  we  might  not  appear  to  be 
perre , perre , niggardly  and  stingy,  qualities  they  very  artfully  affect 
to  abhor,  they  were  suffered  to  indulge  to  their  fullest  wishes. 
After  a very  short  interval  they  renewed  their  calls  for  more  ; this 
was  set  before  them,  but  the  division  of  it  had  nearly  occasioned 
a very  serious  quarrel  between  the  lady  and  her  attendant,  who 
started  up  from  table,  and  with  the  most  savage  fury  swore 
in  their  country  language  he  would  put  an  end  to  her  existence 
for  having,  as  he  said,  taken  to  herself  a little  more  than  her  due 
share. 

The  effects  of  the  liquor  on  the  two  guests  were  very  different ; 
for  while  the  man  became  mad  and  furious,  the  poor  qneeri 
dow7ager  appeared  silly  and  childish.  She  burst  into  tears  and 
trembled  with  fear,  as  her  companion  grew  outrageous  and  des- 
perate. Just  at  this  time  Pomarrie  came  on  board  to  have  some 
work  done  at  our  forge,  and  hearing  the  noise  below,  was  touched 
with  compassion  for  Edeah,  his  former  consort ; but  unwilling 
personally  to  interfere,  he  beckoned  to  me  to  go  down  and  en- 
deavour to  arrange  matters,  without  Ins  appearing  to  know  any 
thing  of  the  business.  This  w as  done  ; but  it  was  only  by  a pro- 
mise of  a little  more  spirits  on  condition  that  peace  should  be 
restored,  that  the  fury  of  the  savage  could  be  restrained  from 
breaking  out  in  some  desperate  act.  Poor  Edeah,  however,  still 
affirmed  that  he  would  take  some  other  opportunity  to  reproach 
her  for  the  imaginary  offence.  The  glass  again  went  round  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  our  company,  and  we  at  length  succeeded  in 
getting  the  lady  and  her  companion  out  of  the  ship  ; for  which 
Pomarrie  afterwards  repeatedly  expressed  his  gratitude.  VVe 
were  happy  to  be  relieved  from  this  party  on  another  account : 
in  visits  of  this  sort,  the  ship  was  literally  covered  with  natives  in 
their  train,  prying  into  every  corner,  eyeing  us  through  the  win- 
dow's and  sky-light,  and  frequently  intruding  into  the  cabin,  with 
the  most  troublesome  curiosity.  Edeah  either  entirely  forgot 
what  passed  on  this  occasion,  or  perhaps  was  ashamed  of  it,  as 
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she  never  afterwards  took  the  least  notice  of  the  business.  All 
the  members  of  this  family  were  indeed  extremely  eager  to  obtain 
spirits  ; and,  with  the  exception  of  Pomarrie,  all  equally  outrage- 
ous and  brutal  when  intoxicated.  Pomarrie  had  a brother 
much  younger  than  himself,  who  w as  in  the  habit  of  treating  his 
wife  even  before  us  with  the  utmost  contempt ; but  even  on  those 
occasions  always  refrained  from  blows.  Excepting  in  these  two 
instances,  the  women  appeared  to  be  treated  with  as  much  kind- 
ness as  in  more  polished  countries  ; and  even  those  instances  were 
rather  occasioned  by  the  excess  in  drinking,  than  b)  the  natural 
dispositions  of  the  people.  This  man  was  greatly  emaciated  by 
the  constant  use  of  the  ava  or  yava  root ; his  understanding 
seemed  also  to  have  suffered  from  this  practice.  His  skin  was 
covered  with  scales,  his  eyes  were  sunk  in  his  head,  and  his  gene- 
ral appearance  indicated  speedy  dissolution. 

The  effects  of  their  inebrity  were  really  horrible.  Otoo  the 
the  young  king  was  so  furious  in  his  fits  of  inebrity,  that  I am 
persuaded  he  would  make  no  scruple  of  killing  his  subjects,  out  of 
mere  ferocity.  The  indisposition  contracted  by  Pomarrie  during 
the  campaign,  appeared  daily  to  increase,  so  as  to  excite  in  him 
alarms  for  his  safety.  As  a last  resource  he  instructed  the  mis- 
sionaries to  request  of  us  the  favour  that  two  guns  might  be 
fired  from  the  ship  ; to  appease,  as  he  said,  the  anger  of  his  God, 
by  whom  his  illness  was  doubtless  inflicted  in  punishment  of  some 
offence.  With  this  singular  request  we  readily  complied,  (but 
doubted  very  much  its  efficacy)  not  only  to  gratify  Pomarrie,  but 
to  oblige  the  gentlemen  of  the  mission,  lest  they  should  have  ap- 
peared remiss  in  their  application  to,  or  not  be  held  by  us  in 
that  estimation  which  was  requisite  to  impress  a favourable 
notion  of  them  on  the  minds  of  the  natives. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  MISSIONARIES. 

Our  author  gives  the  following  amiable  character  of  these 
well-meaning,  and  truly  pious  persons. — -We  cannot  omit  in  this 
place  to  do  justice  to  the  amiable  manners,  and  truly  Christian 
deportment  of  these  men,  who,  like  the  apostles  of  old,  foregoing 
alt  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  and  a life  at  least  of  tranquillity 
in  their  native  land,  have  performed  a voyage  equal  to  the  circum- 
navigation of  the  globe,  and,  like  the  dove  of  the  ark,  carried  the 
Christian  olive  over  the  world  of  waters.  Their  life  is  a life  of 
contest,  hardship,  and  disappointment ; like  their  holy  master, 
they  have  to  preach  to  the  deaf,  and  exhibit  their  works  to  the 
blind. 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


/ 


n 


CAUSES  OF  THE  W A 11  AT  OTAIIEITE. 

It  lias  already  been  mentioned  that  a ruinous  war  had  lately 
prevailed  in  Otaheite.  This,  as  far  as  we  could  learn  by  the 
Europeans  resident  on  the  island,  had  been  occasioned  by  the  un- 
usual oppression  of  the  several  members  of  the  royal  family,  and 
particularly  by  the  son  of  Pomarrie,  the  young  king  Otoo,  who, 
it  was  reported,  set  no  bounds  to  his  haughty  domineering  dispo- 
sition. His  administration  has  at  all  times  given  extreme  offence 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Attahooroo,  who  considered 
him  only  as  an  usurper,  and  were  constantly  disposed  to  resist 
his  measures,  and  throw  off  his  yoke  i their  district  furnished  a 
certain  and  secure  refuge  to  the  malcontents  of  the  other  parts  of 
the  country.  The  Attahoorians  had  besides  a private  cause  for 
discontent,  which  was,  as  I was  informed,  the  assassination  of 
their  high  priest.  Being  a very  superstitious  race,  and  singularly 
attached  to  the  worship  of  their  divinities,  the  pnests  are  natu- 
rally held  in  the  highest  estimation  and  respect,  as  intermediate 
agents  between  the  gods  and  their  worshippers.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  morals,  which  serve  the  double  purpose  of  places  of 
worship  and  receptacles  for  the  dead,  are  regarded  with  the 
utmost  veneration  by  all  the  Otaheitans.  Amongst  those,  the 
morias  of  Attahooroo  were  considered  to  be  in  a peculiar  manner 
pre-eminent,  and  afforded  a safe  retreat  to  criminals  of  all  de- 
scriptions, In  one  of  these  was  preserved  the  grand  image  of 
their  god  Oro,  a divinity  of  the  first  rank.  In  this  morai  the 
great  assemblies  of  state  were  held,  human  sacrifices  occa- 
sionally offered,  and  other  religious  and  solemn  rites  performed. 
In  this  holy  place,  the  custom  of  the  country  required  that  the 
new  king  Otoo  should  undergo  certain  operations,  circumcision, 
&c.  previous  to  his  being  publicly  recognized  by  the  state.  Hi- 
therto he  could  only  enjoy  some  peculiar  privileges,  such  as  to 
walk  on  certain  spots  allotted  for  his  use,  &c.  his  installation  at 
Oparree  being  considered  as  only  partial  and  preparatory  to  that 
to  be  performed  amongst  the  Attahoorians,  one  of  the  most 
warlike  tribes  in  the  island,  who  constantly  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge his  authority.  Open  hostilities  and  secret  intrigues 
and  negotiations  had  been  alike  insufficient  to  procure  for 
Otoo  this  favourite  divinity  ; and  Pomarrie  and  Edeah  were 
equally  interested  in  the  success,  and  grieved  with  the  failure  of 
their  attempts,  which  had  encouraged  the  inhabitants  of  certain 
other  districts  to  imitate  -the  resistance  of  those  of  Attahooroo* 
Otoo  having  repaired  to  Attahooroo,  on  a great  religious  solem- 
nity, thought  he  saw  a favourable  opportunity  for  obtaining  the 
object  of  his  wishes,  and  quite  unexpectedly  ordered  a number 
of  his  attendants  to  seize  the  god,  which  was  instantly  executed. 
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and  the  image  carried  off  in  triumph.  The  Attahoorians,  how- 
ever, not  inclined  to  part  with  the  object  of  their  adoration  so 
tamely,  were  speedily  in  arms,  and  overtaking  the  plunderers  an 
engagement  took  place,  in  which  several  of  Otoo’s  party  fell,  and 
the  precious  palladium  was  retaken.  In  the  warfare  of  savages 
every  thing  is  usually,  indeed  almost  invariably,  decided  by  the 
event  of  a single  battle  ; they  have  no  towns,  nor  armies  in  reserve, 
to  check  the  further  progress  of  the  conqueror  ; they  have  only 
to  betake  themselves  to  their  canoes,  and  in  another  settlement 
seek  a refuge  from  their  enemies.  Their  usual  caution  here  de- 
serts them,  they  venture  into  the  main  sea,  and  are  not  un fre- 
quently overtaken  by  winds,  which  drive  them  to  lands  w hich, 
but  for  such  occurrences,  might  have  remained  unpeopled.  Such 
are  the  second  means  by  which  an  all-wise  Providence  works  his 
ends,  and  nothing  is  made  in  vain,  the  most  remote  islands  being 
thus  inhabited.  This  remark  cannot  but  be  strongly  confirmed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  party  of  Otoo  upon  this  defeat,  as  it  was 
not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they  could  be  persuaded  to 
remain  in  the  island.  They  believed  their  affairs  wholly  ruined, 
and  that  no  safety  remained  but  in  flight.  The  missionaries, 
however,  at  length  prevailed,  and  Pomarrie  and  Otoo  consented 
not  to  leave  their  native  country. 

The  victorious  Attahoorians,  however,  instead  of  pursuing 
Pomarrie’s  party,  were  satisfied  with  the  victory  itself,  and  were 
content  to  reap  no  other  fruit  than  the  immediate  gratification  of 
the  natural  passion  of  savage  conquerors,  that  of  revenge.  Their 
cruelties  on  the  persons  of  all  who  fell  in  their  way  were' 
horrible,  and  they  committed  a general  ravage  in  the  immediate 
territories  of  their  enemies  ; but  here  they  had  the  wisdom  to 
terminate  their  career.  They  knew,  that  to  attack  Mata  via  w^as 
to  venture  against  an  enemy  superior  to  themselves,  an  enemy 
who  would  no  longer  remain  neutral  when  provoked  to  action  by 
self-defence. 

The  missionaries  had  indeed  converted  their  dwelling-house 
at  that  place  into  a sort  of  fortress,  having  procured  the  guns  of 
the  Norfolk,  which,  as  already  mentioned,  had  been  wrecked  on 
the  shore ; and  their  guns  being  planted  on  the  upper  story  of 
the  house,  and  having  laid  in  a large  supply  of  bread-fruit,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  other  necessaries,  they  were  enabled  to  withstand  a 
more  vigorous  siege  than  that  of  the  Attahoorians.  Happily  for 
Pomarrie,  the  crew  of  the  Norfolk,  and  other  European  resi- 
dents in  the  island,  in  number  about  thirty,  and  all  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  espoused  his  cause  in  this  extremity. 
On  this,  indeed,  as  on  former  occasions,  himself  and  family  were 
solely  indebted  to  his  European  allies.  \S  ith  his  acquisition  of 
Europeans,  he  now  retaliated  the  cruelties  of  the  Attahoorians 
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on  their  persons,  and  after  much  time  consumed  in  parleying,  a 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  hostile  parties.  However,  th© 
Attahooffans  kept  possession  of  their  idol,  the  bone  of  contention, 
and  still  maintained  their  independence  as  before. 

inhabitants  of  huaheine. 

.Having  been  a month  collecting  a supply  of  hogs,  the  ship  left 
Otaheite,  and  touched  at  the  island  of  Huaheine,  the  people  and 
manners  of  which  are  nearly  similar  to  those  of  Otaheite.  Hie 
chiefs  treated  the  officers  with  great  respect ; and  the  next  day 
the  natives  entertained  them  with  a grand  dance,  of  which 
Mr.  T.  gives  the  following  account : — The  performers  and  their 
attendants  came  off  in  procession  in  a large  double  canoe,  having 
a platform  or  stage  erected  across  the  forepart,  on  which  the 
dancers  or  musicians  sat.  This  canoe  was  accompanied  by  a 
great  number  of  small  canoes,  tilled  with  natives  to  behold  the 
entertainment  prepared  for  the  strangers.  The  women  were 
dressed  in  a sort  of  long  bell  hooped  petticoat  of  their  own 
cloth,  ornamented  with  a purple  border.  What  answered  the 
purpose  of  a hoop  was  a couple  of  stuffed  pads  bound  round  the 
waist  to  support  and  distend  the  petticoat ; round  the  body  was 
wrapped  a large  quantity  of  cloth,  fastened  with  bandages  ; and 
opposite  to  each  breast  was  placed  a bunch  of  black  feathers. 
They  wore  also  a kind  of  turban  adorned  with  a variety  of  flowers, 
A master  in  the  ceremonies  presided  in  the  dance,  and  directed 
all  the  movements,  which  were  not  alw  ays  of  the  most  delicate 
nature.  The  music  consisted  of  two  drums  made  from  a log  of 
w ood  hollowed  out  in  a cylindrical  shape,  and  covered  at  the  end 
with  a piece  of  shark  skin,  tightly  braced  down  the  side.  The 
musicians  make  no  use  of  drum-sticks,  but  employ  their  fingers, 
and  sometimes  their  hands,  so  as  to  be  heard  at  a considerable  dis- 
tance. They  beat  slowly  at  first,  as  a signal  to  prepare  for  the 
dance ; and  as  the  music  becomes  more  rapid,  the  dancers 
quicken  their  motions . Flutes  also  were  used  on  the  occasion, 
having  only  three  holes  or  stops,  one  of  which  is  of  such  a size  as 
to  admit  of  the  performer’s  applying  his  nostrils  to  fill  it.  The 
dance  required  very  great  exertion  in  the  women  to  keep  time  to 
the  music  by  expiring  and  inspiring  their  breaths,  drawing  their 
mouths  in  contrary  directions,  and  twirling  their  arms  and  fingers 
with  some  order  and  great  regularity.  Those  who  excelled  in 
these  contortions  and  gestures  were  the  most  applauded.  So 
eager  were  the  performers  to  gain  the  approbation  of  the  spec- 
tators, and  so  violent  were  their  exertions,  overloaded  with  cloath- 
ing  and  straightened  with  bandages,  that  many  of  them  seemed 
at  length  ready  to  sink  under  the  violence  of  their  efforts. 
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Daring  this  exhibition,  some  of  the  men  were  amusing  them- 
selves by  a sport  of  their  own ; three  of  them  getting  into  a 
vessel  formed  like  a wooden  dish  made  use  of  at  great  feast-~ 
ings,  their  weight  sinking  it  in  the  water  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
brim.  In  this  situation  they  whirled  it  round  and  round,  by 
means  of  their  paddles,  with  incredible  velocity,  till  they  fell 
into  the  water,  when  they  again  renewed  the  sport,  to  the  no 
small  amusement  of  the  by-slanders. 

The  ship  soon  afterwards  sailed  for  Ulitea,  a much  larger 
island  to  the  westward.  The  chiefs,  as  usual,  came  off  to  the 
ship,  but  the  crew  were  much  surprised  by  the  appearance  of 
an  Englishman  named  Pulpit.  He  came  off  with  the  king,  and 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife  as  he  called  her,  an  Otaheitan  girl 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  dressed  in  a piece  of  black 
cloth  of  British  manufacture,  wrapped  round  her  body  by  way 
of  a marra.  After  some  hesitation,  this  young  woman  was  al- 
lowed to  come  on  board  with  her  husband.  The  poor  fellow 
was  no  sooner  upon  our  deck  than,  with  a wildness  of  look  and 
gestures  which  evinced  his  sincerity,  he  uttered  an  impassioned 
exclamation  of  gratitude  to  heaven,  “that  he  had  escaped  out  of 
the  hands  of  these  savage  murderers.’5  In  answer  to  our  de- 
mand of  an  explanation,  he  informed  us,  that  but  a very  short 
time  before,  himself  and  wife  had  been  compelled  to  preserve 
their  lives  by  flight,  escaping  with  difficulty  from  Huaheine  to 
Ulitea ; that  he  had  been  landed  iu  this  latter  island  from  the 
brig  Venus,  and  in  return  for  his  voluntary  service  on  board  that 
ship,  had  received  such  articles  as  he  conceived  might  be  useful 
to  him  on  the  island.  Amongst  these  articles  were  a musket 
and  a double-barrelled  gun,  which  so  powerfully  w orked  on  the 
minds  of  the  natives,  that  finding  all  other  means  and  artifices 
to  get  possession  of  them  ineffectual,  they  at  last  resolved  to 
murder  him,  and  in  that  manner  procure  the  whole  of  his  little 
property.  This  their  horrible  purpose  had  been  discovered  to 
him  by  the  Otaheitan  girl,  who  understood  the  language,  and 
overheard  their  consultations  upon  the  subject.  Rendered  de- 
sperate by  this  information,  he  resolved  to  lose  his  life,  rather 
than  suffer  himself  to  be  plundered  of  every  thing  by  which  life 
in  such  a situation  could  be  rendered  supportable.  He  was  there- 
fore continually  on  the  watch  against  his  foes,  and  was  faithfully 
assisted  by  the  young  Otaheitan,  who  was  well  aware  of  the  fate 
awaiting  her  in  the  event  of  her  lover’s  murder.  This  course  of 
life  continued  for  some  days,  until  being  at  last  overpowered  by 
incessant  anxiety,  w atching,  and  fatigue,  Pulpit  was  surprized  by 
a party  of  natives,  his  property  pillaged,  and  his  person  seized, 
and  led  away  as  a sacrifice  to  some  of  their  divinities. 
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He  was  conducted  about  half  a league  from  the  spot,  expect- 
ing every  moment  to  be  his  last.  The  natives  however  began  to 
dispute  amongst  themselves  respecting  the  treatment  he  was  to 
receive  ; when  an  elderly  lady,  who  seemed  to  possess  much  au- 
thority among  them,  and  who  constantly  opposed  all  sanguinary 
measures,  threatened  to  leave  the  island  if  they  persisted  in  their 
designs.  Her  remonstrances  appeared  to  have  great  influence 
with  the  natives  : they  therefore  desisted  from  their  project,  and 
conducted  him  back  to  his  former  place  of  residence,  which  was 
now  entirely  stripped.  Being  an  ingenious  man,  they  made  him 
promise  to  repair  some  muskets  belonging  to  themselves ; and 
having  supplied  him  and  the  Otaheitan  girl  with  some  provisions, 
as  a peace-offering,  they  withdrew.  Pulpit  now  bent  all  Ins 
thoughts  on  making  his  escape,  and  an  opportunity  soon  pre- 
senting itself ; he  availed  himself  of  a dark  night  to  seize  one  of 
their  canoes,  and,  accompanied  by  his  heroic  wife,  made  the  best 
of  his  way  to  Ulitea.  Here  again  not  finding  himself  comfort- 
ably situated  with  the  islanders,  he  had  taken  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  seek  for  refuge  in  our  ship. 

The  man’s  story  proving  to  be  true,  he  was  kept,  as  well  as  his 
wife,  on  board  the  ship ; but  in  return,  several  of  the  crew7,  some 
of  whom  were  convicts,  attracted  by  the  number  and  facility  of 
the  women,  and  a love  of  indolence,  deserted,  and  w7ere  protected 
by  the  king  : an  embassy,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Turnbull, 
was  sent  ashore  to  receive  them  ; but  after  running  many  risks  of 
as  sassination,  they  were  obliged  to  return  without  effecting  their 
object.  Soon  afterwards  it  was  discovered  that  the  natives  were 
meditating  an 

ATTEMPT  TO  SEIZE  THE  SHIP  AND  MURDER  THE  CREW7. 

A whole  day,  says  the  author,  had  been  lost  in  this  fruitless  negotia- 
tion : about  half  an  hour  past  ten  o’clock  at  night,!  was  aroused  from 
my  sleep  by  the  voice  of  the  captain,  who  then  held  the  watch,  ex- 
claiming, Turnbull,  our  ship  is  on  shore,  the  ship  is  on  shore . 
Jumping  instantly  out  of  bed,  and  running  upon  deck  in  my  shirt, 

I found  there  was  no  wind  to  affect  the  ship  ; and  it  being  too 
dark  to  see  the  shore,  I sounded  and  found  upwards  of  twelve 
fathoms  of  depth,  and  no  sensible  motion  of  the  ship  or  water : 

I was  persuaded  therefore  that  the  captain  was  in  error,  that  his 
anxiety  had  overpowered  his  vigilance,  and  given  reality  to  the 
object  of  his  imagination.  Examining  the  cables,  I found  them 
both  lying  slack  on  the  deck,  which  confirmed  me  still  more  in 
the  idea  that  the  captain  was  mistaken : but  the  seamen  being 
commanded  to  haul  the  cables,  the  first  puli  brought  the  ends  of 
both  of  them  on  board.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  general 
?ensat<on  produced  by  this  discovery,  that  our  cables  were  cut, 

T V R N BULL .]  JS 


26 


Turnbull’s  voyage 


and  we  were  drifting  on  shore.  Another  anchor,  having  an  iron 
stock,  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  cleared  away  ; but  such 
was  our  alarm  and  confusion,  that  it  was  not  till  after  repeated 
trials,  that  we  affected  the  stocking  of  it.  The  old  adage,  the 
more  haste  the  less  speed,  was  never  more  truly  verified.  It 
happened  very  providentially  that  there  was  not  a breath  of  wind 
stirring,  otherwise  the  ship  must  have  gone  to  pieces  very  speedily, 
for  she  now  lav  with  her  broadside  against  a reef  of  coral  rocks, 
the  edges  of  which  were  as  sharp  as  flints,  having  twelve  fathoms 
of  water  on  the  outside.  In  addition  to  these  circumstances,  we 
had  every  thing  to  dread  from  the  designs  and  practices  of  some  of 
our  crew,  who  were  as  little  to  be  trusted  as  the  savages  on  shore. 
It  therefore  demanded  all  our  skill  to  keep  their  minds  in  proper 
order,  and  to  maintain  due  authority  in  so  critical  a situation,  and 
particularly  into  whose  hands  we  trusted  fire-arms.  It  is  but 
justice  to  say,  that  as  far  as  we  could  judge  from  appearances,  our 
representations  and  precautions  on  this  trying  occasion  had  the 
happiest  effect. 

It  was  fortunate  for  us  also,  in  this  distress,  that  for  some 
slight  offence  given  by  individuals  of  the  crew,  the  natives  had 
threatened  to  murder  them,  whenever  an  opportunity  should  offer 
itself.  The  apprehensions  of  these  men  were  now  extreme,  and 
by  communicating  their  fears  to  the  other  seamen,  and  persuading 
them  that  one  common  lot  awaited  them  without  distinction, 
they  united  all  hands  in  the  common  effort  of  endeavouring  to 
rescue  the  vessel  for  her  present  very  perilous  situation,  it  is 
indeed  a remark  which  even  my  own  experience  has  suggested, 
that  however  discontented  from  other  causes,  there  is  a generous 
sentiment  in  English  seamen  which,  in  cases  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  retains  them  to  their  duty  and  fidelity.  Thus  it  has  not 
unfrequently  happened,  that  symptoms  of  a mutiny  on  board  our 
vessels  have  been  restrained  by  the  appearance  of  an  enemy,  when 
all  as  unanimously  united  to  defend  their  officers,  as  they  had 
before  conspired  to  resist  their  authority. 

Having  bent  the  remaining  part  of  one  of  the  cables,  about 
thirty  fathoms,  to  the  anchor,  it  was  carried  out  in  the  long  boat 
to  eighteen  fathoms  water,  and  the  ship  hauled  seven  or  eight  fa- 
thoms off  from  the  reef.  Whilst  this  was  doing,  we  suddenly  heard 
a loud  and  clamorous  noise  amongst  the  natives  on  shore,  and 
seemingly  close  under  the  ship’s  stern ; the  wretches  were  ren- 
dered outrageous  by  the  disappointment  of  their  hopes,  the  ship 
being  now  visibly  moved  from  the  rocks.  They  had  hitherto 
maintained  a profound  silence,  in  the  expectation  that  her  bulging 
would  give  the  signal  for  the  commencement  of  their  plunder. 
They  now  began  an  assault  with  stones  in  such  quantities,  and 
with  such  force,  that  in  the  hopes  of  intimidating  them,  we  were 
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compelled  to  discharge  some  swivels  and  muskets  over  their 
heads.  This  however  produced  a volley  of  musketry  from  the 
natives  stationed  on  different  points  of  the  shore.  We  now  found 
it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  our  great  guns,  commencing  a 
brisk  fire,  with  what  success  we  knew  not,  as  they  still  kept  up  an 
irregular  discharge  of  musketry  in  various  directions,  though  we 
continued  to  play  on  those  quarters  whence  their  fires  seemed  to 
proceed.  Their  noise  and  clamour  remained  unabated,  and  we 
could  discover,  by  the  fury  of  their  menaces,  both  their  hopes  of 
ultimate  success,  and  the  fate  that  awaited  us  in  that  event.  Some 
of  us  were  particularized  as  set  aside  to  be  roasted,  while  others 
were  to  be  flayed  alive  to  make  tiaboolas  or  jackets  of  their  skins, 
&c.  with  many  similar  expressions,  which  were  not  without  a 
salutary  effect  in  encouraging  the  resistance  of  our  sailors,  who 
of  all  things,  seemed  to  entertain  the  greatest  horror  of  being 
roasted. 

At  length,  after  inconceivable  fatigues  and  hardships,  in  which 
the  lives  of  all  the  ship’s  company  were  every  hour  at  stake,  they 
succeeded  in  warping  the  vessel  out  to  sea.  The  natives  had 
previously  tried  every  means  to  possess  themselves  of  the  ship, 
and  when  they  found  that  their  efforts  were  abortive,  they  seemed 
perfectly  frantic.  After  giving  an  animated  description  of  the 
dangers  his  party  had  encountered,  Mr. Turnbull  thus  proceeds: 

About  half  past  six  in  tiie  evening,  the  wind,  which  had  hitherto 
blown  from  the  sea,  shifted  gently  round  to  a land  breeze,  furnish- 
ing us  with  a most  favourable  opportunity  for  getting  away  un- 
perceived in  the  nighf.  That  our  operations  might  not  be  dis- 
covered, we  muffled  the  palls  of  the  windlass,  and  began  to  heave 
away  upon  one  anchor  at  a time ; when  this  was  done,  we  got 
the  long  boat  ahead,  hove  short  on  the  second  anchor,  and  car- 
ried out  the  first  to  the  last  inch  of  cable.  We  then  got  up  the 
second  anchor,  and  carried  it  out  to  sea  in  the  same  manner  ; and 
in  this  way  our  hopes  began  to  revive,  having  the  prospect 
of  getting  well  off  the  shore,  or  perhaps  out  to  sea,  before  day- 
light should  discover  our  motions.  So  deeply  were  the  minds  of 
all  on  board  impressed  with  a sense  of  our  situation  and  danger, 
that  in  all  this  time  not  a whisper  was  heard  in  the  ship  ; we 
were  even  in  terror  lest  the  uncommon  brilliancy  of  the  stars 
should  discover  the  passing  and  repassing  of  our  boat,  as  it  passed 
backwards  and  forwards  in  weighing  and  carrying  out  the 
anchors. 

in  all  these  transactions  we  received  signal  services  from  poor 
Pulpit,  whom  we  had  taken  on  hoard  here ; for  he  was  an  ex- 
cellent marksman,  and  was  well  aware  of  what  his  fate  would  be, 
should  he  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Uliteans  ; he  therefore 
fought  like  a lion,  resolving  never  to  yield  but  with  his  last  breath. 
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His  young  Otaheitan  wife  likewise  behaved  like  a heroine,  canning 
pow  der  to  the  men,  and  exerting  herself  to  the  utmost  in  every 
way  in  w hich  she  could  be  useful ; at  the  same  time  that  she 
seemed  to  regret  that  so  much  ammunition  should  be  expended, 
one  half  of  which  w ould  have  rendered  her  the  w ealthiest  lady  in 
all  her  native  country. 

Notwithstanding  all  our  difficulties,  by  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence on  our  strenuous  exertions,  w e succeeded  in  getting  some 
sail  set  before  our  motions  w7ere  discovered  by  the  natives  on 
shore.  The  wretches,  seeing  the  ship  under  sail,  hailed  us  witff 
a most  hideous  and  savage  howling,  mingled  with  mutual  re- 
proaches and  upbraidings  for  not  keeping  a better  look-out,  as 
the  ship  would  now  be  for  ever  lost  to  them. 

By  this  time,  nearly  two  in  the  morning,  we  had  moved  off 
far  enough  to  be  out  of  their  reach  ; but  the  weather  becoming 
thick  and  dark,  w^e  came-to  with  both  anchors,  and  stood  on  our 
guard  till  day-light.  We  now  thought  it  might  be  possible  to 
recover  the  anchors  we  had  lost ; but  the  chief  mate  coming  to 
the  quarter-deck  brought  a message  from  the  ship's  company,  re- 
questing they  might  be  allowed  to  weigh  the  anchors  and  get 
under  sail,  lest  w e should  be  caught  by  the  w ind  from  the  sea, 
and  again  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  this  treacherous  and 
savage  people.  This  proposal  was  agreed  to  : as  it  must  have 
been  extremely  difficult,  however  desirable,  to  recover  our 
anchors.  When  w e had  now7  fairly  escaped  w ithout  the  harbour, 
and  were  about  hoisting-in  the  boat,  one  of  the  men,  in  bawling 
her  from  under  the  counter,  perceived  a long  thick  rope  towing 
astern,  which  was  fastened  to  the  rudder  live  or  six  feet  under 
w ater,  and  was  most  probably  the  very  rope  by  which  the  natives 
had  drawn  the  ship  on  shore,  after  they  had  cut  her  cables. 

In  looking  back  to  the  history  of  these  islanders,  wfe  find  their 
general  character  to  be  a compound  of  mischief  and  dissimulation  ; 
the  latter  quality  seems  to  be  ingrafted  in  their  very  nature.  The 
magnitude  and  force  of  captain  Cook's  ships,  one  w ould  naturally 
conceive,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  intimidated  them  in 
the  weak  and  defenceless  state  in  which  he  had  first  found  them  ; 
this,  however,  did  not  deter  them  from  trying  some  of  their  ma- 
noeuvres with  his  people,  by  encouraging  them  to  desert,  and 
afterwards  concealing  them  as  much  as  was  in  their  power. 

Our  party  now  bade  adieu  to  the  Society  Islands,  and  met  with 
nothing  worthy  of  detail  in  our  limits  till  they  reached  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  with  which  the  Americans  carry  on  an  active  trade. 
At  Whahoo,  they  opened  a traffic  for  salt. 

In  order,  says  Mr.  T.,  to  accommodate  the  natives  in  bringing 
off  their  articles  for  sale,  or  rather  barter,  w e kept  the  ship  as 
close  us  possible  in  with  the  land  : but  then  we  were  beset  with 
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such  numbers  of  men  and  women,  that  our  vessel  could  not  have 
contained  a quarter  of  our  visitors,  had  we  been  disposed  to 
admit  them  on  board.  To  prevent  this  embarrassment,  we  re- 
solved as  much  as  possible  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a ship  of 
war  ; and  theretore  dressed  six  seamen  in  soldiers’  uniforms,  and 
made  them  walk  the  deck  under  arms,  and  kept  our  colours  and 
pendant  always  Hying.  These  precautions  we  had  reason  to 
believe  were  not  unnecessary,  for  it  was  in  this  island  that  the 
captain  and  the  astronomer  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Daedalus  lost 
their  lives  in  an  affray  with  the  natives.  The  exemplary  manner 
in  which  their  murder  was  revenged  by  captain  Vancouvre,  has 
been  very  beneficial  to  all  navigators  who  since  his  time  have 
touched  at  the  island.  A few  similar  instances  of  justice  would 
have  more  efficacy  is  ensuring  the  safety  of  our  intercourse  with 
this  people,  than  any  of  those  wanton  and  ill-judged  cruelties 
which,  under  the  circumstance  of  the  slightest  quarrel  w ith  these 
natives,  are  but  too  commonly  practised. 

The  natives  showed  the  utmost  eagerness  to  get  on  board  the 
ship  ; but  when  all  their  attempts  were  opposed,  and  themselves 
forced  back  into  their  canoes  by  our  new-made  marines,  they  at 
last  contented  themselves  with  lying  at  a little  distance,  conversing 
with  our  Gtaheitan  natives.  After  some  time,  appeared  one  of 
the  deputy  chiefs  of  the  island,  under  Tamahama,  whose  ap- 
proach created  no  small  stir  and  bustle  among  the  other  islanders 
in  their  endeavouring  to  open  a passage  for  him.  lint  as  many  of 
their  canoes  were  crowded  and  entangled  together,  they  were  in 
the  hurry  run  down  by  the  canoe  of  this  great  man,  who  took  not 
the  least  notice  of  the  disasters  he  had  so  wantonly  occasioned, 
or  rather  he  affected  this  cavalier  behaviour,  with  the  intention 
of  impressing  us  with  a high  idea  of  his  rank  and  consequence  in 
the  country.  The  poor  natives,  recovering  their  canoes,  cleared 
them  of  the  w'ater,  got  into  them  again,  and  remained  near  the 
ship,  without  expressing  the  smallest  dissatisfaction  or  complaint 
on  account  of  the  tyrannical  treatment  of  the  chief  When  he 
was  received  on  board,  he  immediately  commenced  inspector- 
general  of  all  commodities  brought  off  to  us  for  sale  ; and  at  lajst, 
whether  justly  or  unjustly  I know  not,  he  seized  an  old  man  whom 
he  charged  with  offering  for  sale  some  salt  belonging  to  the  king. 
The  old  man  was  so  alarmed  at  this  charge,  that  he  seemed  ready 


to  expire  with  terror  : so  that  we  interposed  in  his  behalf,  and  on 
our  account  he  was  pardoned  and  set  at  liberty.  Whilst  he  was 
on  board,  he  released  us  from  the  embarrassment  of  our  nume- 
rous visitois  : seemingly  resolved  that  we  should  be  troubled  with 
no  other  impertinence  but  bis  own.  He  commanded  the  canoe s 
to  remove  to  a greater  distance,  and  issued  his  mandates  in  a tone 
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of  authority  which  would  not  have  disgraced  a bashaw.  He  ap- 
peared to  entertain  an  equal  indifference  to  any  mischief  he  might 
cause  ; for  as  many  of  his  countrymen  as  were  in  any  degree 
tardy  in  obeying  his  mandate,  he  saluted  with  stones  from  our 
ballast,  which  maimed  not  a few  of  them. 

IN  or  did  the  natives  appear  to  oppose  any  resistance,  but  sub- 
mitted, as  if  to  an  acknowledged  authority,  without  murmur  or 
reluctance.  In  these  islands,  indeed,  obedience  is  understood  as 
wellas  tyranny,  and  the  despotism  and  waiitonness  of  command  in 
the  chiefs  is  only  equalled  by  the  correspondent  timidity  and  sub- 
mission of  the  people.  Philosophers  are  much  mistaken  who 
build  systems  of  natural  liberty.  Rosseau’s  savage,  a being  who 
roves  the  woods  according  to  his  own  will,  exists  no  where  but  in 
his  writings. 

When  the  king  went  away,  ail  the  canoes  and  their  crew  fol- 
lowed him  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  which  gave  rise  to  the  idea 
that  some  plot  was  in  agitation. 

As  soon  as  he  had  left  us,  observes  Mr.T.  beginning  now  to  sus- 
pect the  true  cause  of  the  hasty  departure  of  our  visitors,  I made  en- 
quiry amongst  our  people  whether  they  had  not  found  means  to  steal 
some  articles  belonging  to  the  ship;  and  from  their  general  pre- 
cipitation, and  general  flight,  my  mind  suggested  to  me  that  the 
theft  was  of  no  ordinary  consequence.  It  was  some  time  be- 
fore I could  procure  a satisfactory  answer;  but  it  was  at  length 
discovered  that  our  carpenter  had  secretly  conveyed  himself  into 
one  of  the  canoes,  and  had  thus  been  carried  on  shore. 

Such  is  the  difficulty,  nay  almost  impossibility,  of  maintaining 
the  necessary  compliment  of  men  in  these  voyages,  that  i could 
almost  recommend  that  no  one  should  hazard  the  attempt, 
unless,  as  in  a king’s  ship,  lie  can  support  his  authority  by  mar- 
tini law.  Nothing,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  can  with- 
stand the  seduction  and  artifices  of  the  southern  islanders;  wo- 
men, and  a life  of  indolence,  are  too  powerful  for  the  sense  of 
duty  in  the  minds  of  our  seamen.  Had  we  relaxed  our  efforts 
for  a single  moment,  our  ship  would  have  been  deserted. 

The  acquisition  of  such  a person  was  of  inestimable  vaiufe  to 
Tamahama,  and  there  seemed  to  be  little  doubt  that,  conscious 
of  the  value  of  their  prize,  they  would  defend  it  with  their  ut- 
most efforts.  Our  force,  moreover,  was  wholly  inadequate  to 
compel  them  to  restore  him;  and  in  endeavouring  to  recover 
one  of  our  ship’s  company,  we  should  have  run  the  risk  of  losing 
many  more  by  similar  desertion.  Prom  these  and  other  reasons, 
we  thought  it  more  prudent  to  put  up  with  our  loss;  although  of 
a person  whom  we  could  so  id  spare. 

\\  e are  afterwards  informed  that  Tamahama.  the  king  of  Yv  ha- 
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boo,  by  his  enterprising  and  audacious  spirit,  is  the  exact  coun- 
terpart of  his  European  prototype,  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

LOYALTY  OF  THE  NATIVES  OF  ATTOWAlE. 

The  people  of  this  island  have  an  unbounded  attachment  to 
their  sovereign,  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  TVs  arrival,  an  invasion 
was  meditated  of  theirisland  by  Tamahama,  who  was  considered 
as  a very  powerful  monarch.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
this  island,  observes  our  author,  we  found  it  necessary  to  employ 
every  precaution  to  prevent  any  further  desertion  from  the  ship; 
and  being  persuaded  that  we  might  count  on  the  fidelity  of  Pul- 
pit, whom  we  had  taken  on  board  at  Ulitea,  and  who  had  al- 
ready rejected  all  the  offers  of  the  king,  who  earnestly  wished 
to  retain  him  as  an  assistant,  we  admitted  him  into  the  cabin  mess, 
whilst  his  Otaheitan  lady  ate  with  our  cabin  boy.  This  sepa- 
ration was  not  occasioned  by  her  attachment  to  the  customs  of 
Otaheite,  where  the  sexes  always  eat  apart;  but  in  fact  the  beha- 
viour of  this  poor  female  being  not  always  governed  by  what  is 
considered  as  correct  propriety  in  Europe,  she  was  not  altogether 
the  most  desirable  companion  at  our  table. 

In  the  course  of  my  stay  at  Attowaie,  we  had  many  opportu- 
nities to  observe  'the  dispositions  and  conduct  of  the  king.  One 
night,  the  wind  increasing  to  a storm,  we  were  driven  out  of  sight 
of  the  island,  and  were  two  davs  in  regaining  our  station.  All 
this  time  the  king  expressed  the  greatest  concern  for  his  family 
and  friends  on  shore,  without  seeming  in  any  degree  alarmed  for 
himself.  On  returning  to  our  former  situation,  it  occurred  to 
the  king  to  make  an  experiment  of  the  regard  really  entertained 
for  him  by  the  natives.  When  the  first  canoe  came  alongside, 
the  king  concealed  himself  in  the  cabin,  directing  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  say  that  we  had  landed  him  on  the  island  of  Whafaoo, 
and  delivered  him  up  as  a prisoner  to  the  authority  of  his  grand 
enemy  Tamahama.  This  canoe,  belonging  to  the  king  him- 
self, was  loaded  with  provisions  for  his  use;  amongst  which  are 
some  young  dogs,  esteemed  in  these  islands  a peculiar  delicacy, 
and  therefore  kept  for  the  tables  of  the  great  alone. 

The  dogs  of  the  Society  and  Sandwich  Islands  are  indeed  very 
different  from  the  same  animals  in  Europe,  They  are  very 
carefully  fed,  and  any  thing  that  might  render  their  flesh  coarse 
and  strong,  kept  out  of  their  way ; by  this  means  they  were 
said  rather  to  resemble  kids  than  dogs,  and  are  not  unfrequently 
tasted  by  our  hungry  sailors. 

Not  seeing  their  master  upon  the  deck,  the  islanders  enquired 
earnestly  how  and  where  he  was : being  told  he  was  now  a priso- 
ner in  Whahoo,  they  laughed  heartily  at  the  supposed  jest;  but 
as  all  their  countrymen  on  board  agreed  in  a serious  repetition  of 
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this  assertion  they  were  struck  dumb  with  astonishment  and  grief* 
1ST ever  was  affection,  never  was  the  terror  of  genuine  loyalty 
more  strongly  impressed,  than  on  the  countenances  of  these 
honest  subjects  of  an  unfortunate  king.  It  was  gratifying  to  a 
generous  mind  to  witness  this  affectionate  testimony,  as  w7ell  of 
the  fidelity  of  the  subjects,  as  of  the  w orth  of  the  chief.  This 
was  no  flattery ; it  was  the  generous,  the  honourable  impulse  of 
an  honest  nature. 

After  some  time,  they  recovered  themselves  so  far  as  to  renew 
their  enquiries,  with  looks  aghast  with  terror.  They  eagerly  de- 
manded how  this  disaster  had  happened  ; at  the  same  time  con- 
demning themselves  for  suffering  him  to  remain  on  board  the 
ship,  and  be  exposed  to  such  a misfortune.  When  their  despair 
was  wrought  to  the  highest  pitch,  the  poor  king,  who  witnessed 
the  whole  scene, could  no  longer  contain  his  feelings  ; but  running 
upon  deck,  showed  himself  to  the  natives,  reproaching  them 
kindly  for  so  readily  believing  that  we  could  have  so  betrayed  him 
into  the  hands  of  enemies.  The  sudden  transition  from  grief  to 
joy  produced  the  most  lively  and  affecting  change  on  these 
faithful  creatures.  We  could  not  however  so  far  recover  them 
from  their  terrors,  as  not  to  intreat  the  king  to  leave  the  ship, 
that  he  might  not  be  again  driven  from  the  island,  and  exposed  to 
some  serious  accident. 

CHARACTER  OF  'JAM  AH  AM  A. 

From  several  subsequent  passages  relative  to  the  ambitious 
spirit  of  Tamahama,  we  find  that  he  is  indebted  for  his  superiority 
to  the  generosity  of  captain  Vancouver,  who  supplied  him  with, 
all  sorts  of  stores.  His  progress  since  that  period,  may  be  as- 
certained from  the  following  paragraph. 

It  was  only  in  1?9S  that  captain  Vancouver  laid  down  the 
keel  of  Tamahama’s  first  vessel,  or  rather  craft ; but  so  assidiously 
has  he  applied  himself  to  effect  his  grand  and  favourite  object, 
the  establishment  of  a naval  force,  that  at  the  period  of  our 
arrival  he  had  upwards  of  twenty  vessels  of  different  sizes,  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  tons ; some  of  them  were  even  copper- 
bottomed. 

He  w7as,  however,  at  this  time  much  in  want  of  naval  stores  ; 
and,  to  have  his  navy  quickly  placed  on  a respectable  footing, 
would  pay  well  for  them.  He  has  also  a certain  number  of 
bqdy-guards  to  attend  him,  independently  of  the  number  of 
chiefs  who  are  required  to  accompany  him  on  all  his  jemmies 
and  expeditions. 

Tamafiama’s  ardent  desire  to  obtain  a ship  from  captain 
Vancouver,  was  in  all  probability  first  excited  by  the  suggestions 
of  Young  and  liis  countryman  Davis  : but  such  was  the  effect  of 
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tliis  undertaking,  that  Tamahama  became  immediately  more  spar- 
ing ot  his  visits  on  board  the  Discovery ; his  time  being  now 
chiefly  employed  in  attending  to  the  carpenters  at  work  on 
this  new  man  ot  war,  which,  when  finished,  was  named  the 
Britannia.  This  was  the  beginning  of  Tamahama’s  navy ; 
and  from  his  own  observations,  with  the  assistance  of  Messrs. 
\ oiing,  Davis,  &c.,  he  has  laboured  inflexibly  in  improving  his 
marine  force,  until  he  has  brought  it  to  its  present  perfection; 
securing  to  him  not  only  a decided  superiority  over  the  frail  ca- 
noes ot  his  neighbours,  but  the  means  of  transporting  his  war- 
riors to  distant  parts.  Some  of  his  vessels  are  emploved  as 
transports  in  carrying  provisions  from  one  island  to  another  to 
supply  his  warriors;  whilst  the  largest  are  used  as  men  of  war, 
and  are  occasionally  mounted  with  a few  light  guns.  No  one 
better  understands  his  interest  than  this  ambitious  chief;  no  one 
1 ict ter  knows  how  to  improve  an  original  idea.  The  favours  of 
"V  ancouvre,  and  his  other  European  benefactors,  would  have  been 
thrown  away  on  any  other  savage;  but  Tam  ah  am  a possesses  a 
genius  above  his  situation. 

II  is  body-guards,  who  may  be  considered  in  some  respects 
as  regularly  disciplined  troops,  go  on  duty  and  relieve  each  other 
as  in  Europe,  calling  out  all  is  zee  11  at  every  half-hour,  as  on 
board  ship.  Their  uniform  at  this  time  was  simply  a blue  great- 
coat with  yellow  facings,. 

With  other  things  which  Tamahama  has  learned  by  intercourse 
with  Europeans,  he  has  acquired  a relish  for  our  spirits,  so  that 
some  navigators  have  exchanged  their  rum  with  him  to  very  good 
account ; sometimes,  when  his  stock  of  liquor  is  exhausted,  he 
employs  the  Europeans  settled  in  his  dominions  to  extract  spirits 
from  the  sugar  canes,  which  grow  there  of  an  excellent  quality. 
When  Tamahama  means  to  relax  from  his  serious  occupations, 
he  invites  his  own  wives  and  those  of  his  chiefs,  to  share  his  re- 
gale of  spirits,  which  in  its  operation  seldom  fails  to  create  dis- 
putes and  even  quarrels  among  the  ladies,  to  the  great  entertain- 
ment of  the  master  of  the  feast  and  the  other  male  guests. 

As  a proof  of  the  fidelity  with  which  Tamahama  fulfils  his 
engagements,  [ may  mention  that  of  the  cattle  introduced  by 
captain  Vancouvre;  the  terms  were  said  to  be,  that  none  were 
to  be  touched  for  a certain  number  of  years.  This  condition  has 
been  rigidly  preserved,  and  these  animals  have  in  consequence 
become  so  wild,  that  none  of  the  natives  dare  approach  them* 
So  that,  ranging  at  their  full  liberty,  they  have  destroyed  the 
fences,  trampled  down  the  crops,  and  done  much  other  damage. 
Though  the  inhabitants  themselves  have  frequently  suffered  thus 
severely  from  their  incursions,  they  have  rigidly  adhered  to  the 
condition  of  the  original  gift. 

TURNBULL.]  E 
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CANNIBALS. 

During  our  stay  at  Atowaie,  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
we  observed  the  king  and  his  fighting  general  made  use  of  spit- 
ting boxes  inlaid  with  the  teeth  of  their  enemies  slain  in  battle; 
and  this  practice,  joined  to  other  circumstances,  observed  at  the 
time  of  their  being  discovered  by  captain  Cook,  leads  to  the  be- 
lief that  human  beings  were  not  unfrequently  their  food.  Indeed 
they  were  confessedly  cannibals  at  the  time  of  their  discovery. 

The  Sandwich  Islands  are  extremely  well  peopled,  all  cir- 
cumstances of  their  nature  and  fertility  being  considered  : and  the 
women,  according  to  Mr.  Young’s  account,  are  said  to  be  more 
numerous  than  the  men  ; whereas  in  Otaheite  the  women  are 
not  reckoned  to  amount  to  more  than  one  tenth  part  of  the  po- 
pulation. 

The  striking  difference  in  the  population  of  these  two  spots 
may  in  a great  measure  be  imputed  to  the  absence  from  Owhy- 
hee,  of  the  horrid  practice  of  infant  murder. 

SWIMMERS  OF  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

Although  they  have  these  excellent  canoes  in  abundance,  the 
natives,  both  men  and  women,  often  dispense  with  the  use  of 
them,  and  swim  to  vessels  approaching  the  island,  with  no  other 
support  than  a thin  feather-edged  slice  of  wood : with  these  they 
play  a thousand  tricks,  tumbling  and  plunging  one  another  into 
the  water,  then  rising  to  the  surface  and  plunging  again,  like  so 
many  inhabitants  of  the  deep. 

Their  fondness  for  the  water  is  indeed  singular.  They  may  be 
sometimes  seen  extended  and  lolling  indolently  on  the  water  for 
the  whole  day,  without  any  occupation,  and  as  much  at  their  ease 
as  if  it  was  their  native  element.  Instances  are  very  rare  of  the 
Sandwich  Islanders  being  drowned;  their  boldness  and  dexterity 
In  diving,  is,  perhaps,  unrivalled  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Some 
of  them  who  were  employed  by  us,  says  Mr.  T.  to  assist  in  cer- 
tain operations  in  the  ship,  would  dive  in  fifteen  fathoms  of  water, 
and  clear  the  cable,  however  entangled  in  the  jagged  rocks  at  the 
bottom.  I have  heard  from  Mr.  Young,  that  Tamahama,  in 
the  early  part  of  his  career,  being  one  day  on  board,  requested 
of  the  captain  an  anvil,  an  article  of  which  he  stood  in  great  need. 
To  have  a specimen  of  the  spirit  and  skill  of  the  natives,  Tama- 
hama was  told  that  he  should  have  one  on  the  condition  that  his 
divers  should  simply  bear  it  up  in  ten  fathoms  water.  To  this 
he  instantly  agreed,  and  the  anvil  was  thrown  into  the  sea.  Ta- 
rnahama  immediately  sent  some  of  his  people  down  after  it, 
expecting  to  raise  it  without  difficulty ; but  they  found  it  some- 
what too  heavy.  Unwilling,  however,  to  abandon  so  great  a 
treasure,  they  continued  their  efforts,  and,  after  long  and  repeat- 
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ed  exertions,  succeeded  in  rolling  the  anvil  along  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  for  about  halt’  a mile,  relieving  each  other  alternately 
till  they  gained  the  beach,  and  were  received  by  their  country- 
men with  the  loudest  applause. 

These  and  similar  exertions,  although  never  declined  by  the 
divers,  are  often  attended  with  dangerous  consequences  to  their 
health.  On  their  re-appearing  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  we 
observed  their  faces  to  be  greatly  swelled,  their  eyes  red  and  in- 
darned,  and  blood  discharging  profusely  from  their  nose  and  ears. 
In  a short  time,  however,  they  recover  their  usual  state,  and  are 
ready  to  repeat  the  same  exertion,  and  incur  the  same  or  greater 
injury.  The  only  precautions  employed  by  them  on  these  oc- 
casions, are  to  close  the  apertures  of  the  body,  as  if  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  water.  To  show  their  wonderful  expertness 
in  diving,  they  would  some  times  go  aloft  to  our  top-gallant  yard, 
then  plunge  into  the  water,  pass  under  the  ship’s  bottom,  and 
again  appear  on  the  opposite  side  tumbling  and  sporting  like  so 
many  water-fowl.  We  once  attempted  to  turn  this  qualification 
to  advantage,  by  employing  some  of  the  natives  to  nail  parts 
of  the  copper  sheeting  on  the  ship’s  bottom.  They  would 
remain  not  less  than  three  or  four  minutes  under  the  water,, 
come  up  to  the  surface  to  breathe,  and  return  to  their  work. 
Th  is,  had  we  not  witnessed  it,  we  should  not  readily  have 
believed. 

As  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  follow  our  author  through  the  nu- 
merous islands  at  which  he  stopped,  we  can  only  recommend  his 
book  to  the  attention  of  those  navigators,  who  maybe  called  to 
that  extensive  part  of  the  globe.  After  visiting  many  different 
spots,  in  search  of  provisions, without  succeeding  in  their  object,  the 
ship  returned  to  Gtaheite,  having  on  board  a woman  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  who  was  brought  away  on  the  following  ac- 
count : 

ANECDOTE  OF  A SAILOR  AND  HIS  WIFE. 

In  these  remote  parts  of  the  globe,  says  Mr.  Turnbull,  we 
were  often  obliged  to  grant  indulgences  to  our  people,  to  which 
in  other  circumstances  we  should  never  have  agreed,  and  which 
would  never  have  been  expected.  Our  second  mate,  a very  use- 
ful person  in  the  government  of  a ship’s  company,  and  in  many 
other  respects,  pleaded  hard  with  us,  while  we  lay  at  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  to  be  allowed  to  carry  a female  native  back  with 
him  to  Port  Jackson,  in  Newr  South  Wales.  To  such  a propo- 
sition we  would  certainly  have  denied  our  assent;  but,  presuming 
on  the  importance  of  his  services,  the  mate  intimated  that,  un- 
less his  desire  was  complied  with,  he  would  leave  us  at  the  first 
opportunity. 
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Having  already  malcontents  enough , without  adding,  an.  officer 
to  the  number,  and  one  who  had  such  great  influence  with  the 
men,  we  thought  it  most  prudent  to  suffer  linn  to  bring  this  wo- 
man on  board,  and  thus  completely  secured  him  to  our  interests: 
much  mischief  might  otherwise  have  been  fomented  m the  ship, 
had  he  been  irritated  by  a refusal  of  his  request. 

This  person  was  passionately  fond  of  his  new  mistress,  and 
spared  neither  expence  nor  pains  to  equip  her  hi  the  handsomest 
manner;  she  was,  in  truth,  in  a most  wolul  plight  when  he  re- 
ceived her  from  her  relations,  being  brought  to  him  without 
either  wardrobe  or  jointure,  but  just  as  she  stood,  m her  homely 
country  dress.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  clothe  the  poor 
creature  entirely  anew;  no  easy  task  in  our  ship,  where  we  had 
neither  mantua-maker  nor  linen-draper.  Her  husband,  there- 
fore, purchased  seven  purple-bordered  shaw  ls,  on  which,  at  every 
leisure  moment,  he  worked  in  his  best  manner,  until  at  length 
he  produced  a sort  of  long  robe,  stitched  together  rather  than 
sewed.  When  fitted  on  the  lady  it  had  much  the  air  of  a leopard  s 
skin,  from  the  multitude  of  spots  formed  by  the  crossing  of  the 
coloured  borders  in  all  directions.  That  her  finery  might  be  of 
a piece,  and  she  appear  a little  a la  model d Angleterre , it  was 
necessary  she  should  wear  pumps.  The  robe  not  only  fitted,  but 
quite  delighted  the  poor  girl;  but  with  the  pumps  she  would 
willingly  have  dispensed.  It  was  her  husband’s  will,  however, 
that  she  should  wear  them,  and  she  reluctantly  submitted. 

This  was  no  small  sacrifice  on  her  part,  for  when  the  shoes 
were  tied  on,  she  moved  as  if  she  had  been  iron-shod.  1 bis  was 
an  Operation  too  painful  to  be  long  endured;  she  therefore  re- 
quested of  her  husband,  that  she  might  be  unfettered;  he  con- 
sented, -and  her  finery  was  laid  aside  till  she  reached  Otaheite. 
One  of  her  husband’s  shirts  w as  substituted  for  common  wear, 
during  the  passage. 

From  the  first  moment  of  the  ship’s  arrival  she  was  received 
with  uncommon  attention  by  the  ladies,  who  flocked  around  her 
in  crowds,  regarding  her  attentively  from  head  to  foot,  and  com- 
plimenting her  very  courteously.  Whether  it  was,  that  her  co- 
lour so  nearly  resembled  their  ow  n,  or  that  the  splendour  of  her 
dress  so  far  surpassed  any  thing  they  had  before  seen,  they  were 
in  raptures  with  her;  every  one  pressed  eagerly  forward  to  pay 
their  respects.  After  they  had  aw  hile  gazed  at  her  in  this  man- 
ner, the  women  withdrew  with  her  into  the  ship’s  hold.  I know 
not  the  object  of  this  privacy,  whether  that  they  suspected 
that  she  was  some  man  dressed  up  to  impose  upon  them, 
or  that,  previous  to  her  reception  amongst  them,  there  was 
a kind  of  masonry  to  be  observed:  so  far  is  certain,  that 
from  what  the  women  afterwards  said,  they  must  have  examined 


ROUND  TIIE  WORLD. 


<>.{ 


bur  very  closely.  None  were  more  busy  on  this  occasion, 
some  of  the  branches  of  the  royal  family. 

Every  one  was  eager  to  become  her  Tayo;  perhaps,  as  she 
was  the  wife  of  an  European,  they  cherished  themselves  with 
the  hope  that  some  presents  might  be  in  the  way.  They  are  in 
this  respect  most  excellent. calculators,  but  sometimes  over-reach, 
themselves,  as  was  the  case  with  respect  to  our  armorer.  She 
received  many  pressing  invitations  to  visit  them  on  shore,  and 
complied  with  the  greater  part  of  them,  dressed  out  to  the  best 
advantage.  She  did  not,  however,  walk  in  her  pumps  as  if  she 
had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a dancing  master. 

Not  being  able  to  procure  bogs  at  Otaheite,  the  ship  sailed 
for  some  of  the  w indward  islands;  but  Mr.  T.  with  two  or  three 
assistants,  was  left  at  Otaheite,  and  the  detail  of  his  adventures 
there,  is  by  no  means  the  least  interesting  part  of  his  work. 

It  appears  that  the  natives  received  him  as  a resident  with 
transport,  as  he  brought  a plentiful  store  from  the  ship,  insomuch 
that  he  was  richer  than  all  the  royal  family  of  Otaheite.  The 
adventures  of  Mr.  T.  oil  the  island  are  curious:  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  his  residence,  as  a hog- merchant. 

From  being  a common  dwelling-house,  I converted  my  resi- 
dence into  a mansion,  with  more  divisions  and  sub-divisions  than 
all  the  other  houses  in  Otaheite  together.  Immediately  on  land- 
ing, I partitioned  off  one-half  for  myself  w ith  a railing  across, 
and  a bar  gate  in  the  centre.  This  was  for  awhile  a sad  bar  to 
the  Otaheitans.  After  a certain  time  1 was  persuaded  to  admit 
a few  of  them  as  an  especial  favour;  all  exclusion  was  henceforth 
at  an  end,  they  no  longer  troubled  themselves  to  ask  if  their 
company  was  agreeable,  but  introduced  themselves  pell-mell,  and 
$ans  ceremonie.  Their  only  return  for  this  impertinence,  was 
an  uninterrupted  flow  of  compliments. 

Opposite  to  me  was  a large  trunk  built  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  our  pork;  this  furnished  them  with  an  ample  theme, 
what  a rich  country  must  theirs  be,  which  could  supply  such  plen- 
tiful food  for  our  half-starved  countrymen ! what  a good  thing  it 
was  for  Prettanie  that  there  was  such  a place  as  Otaheite,  and 
such  a man  as  Pomarrie  1 

The  other  half  of  the  house  \ had  set  apart  for  our  people, 
four  in  number,  who  immediately  applied  themselves  to  raising 
some  large  four-post  bedsteads,  all  of  which  they  bung  round 
with  Otaheitan  cloth  for  drapery.  Not  one  corner  nor  crevice 
of  the  house  but  was  filled  with  natives;  My  tye,  my  tye,  Good, 
very  good,  resounded  from  every  part.  This  flattery  was  very 
well  calculated  for  our  sailors,  whose  only  aim  was  admiration; 
and  our  seamen  being  very  rich  (that  is  to  say,  having  me  to  draw 
on  as  their  banker),  were  considered  by  them  as  very  suitable 
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objects  of  flattery.  They  accordingly  gave  them  infinite  credit 
for  the  elegance  of  their  booths;  and  when  called  on  to  arbitrate, 
would  take  care  to  affront  neither  party,  by  pronouncing  the 
booths  of  all  equally  inimitable. 

Having  learned  from  the  missionaries  that  a large  stock  of  hogs 
might  he  procured  from  the  windward  part  of  the  island,  that 
part  being  too  distant  for  the  market  of  Matavia,  I engaged 
some  of  the  deserters  whom  I have  before  mentioned,  upon  this 
errand. 

The  condition  of  these  men  was  by  no  means  enviable:  they 
complained  very  heavily,  and  with  great  reason,  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily; who,  after  having  tempted  them  to  desert  their  ship  for 
the  sake  of  their  property,  had  left  them  when  become  poor  to 
shift  for  themselves.  They  were  now  in  the  most  abject  state, 
differing  little  from  a native;  and  many  of  them  having  no  other 
clothes  but  the  country  marra.  I required  some  manoeuvring  to 
manage  these  fellows;  but  by  treating  them  in  their  own  way, 
business  at  length  proceeded  to  my  wish.  I moreover  learned 
some  intelligence  of  them,  which  much  facilitated  my  purpose. 

Their  consequence  encreased  with  the  wealth  (wealth  in  Ota- 
heite!)they  procured  by  their  labours;  and,  by  their  influence 
over  the  natives,  they  were  of  essential  service.  I never  pro- 
cured better  nor  cheaper  hogs,  than  through  the  medium  of  these 
men.  Other  Europeans  of  the  same  class,  seeing  the  flourishing 
state  of  their  countrymen,  were  now  eager  to  engage  in  my  ser- 
vice; and,  as  the  advantage  was  mutual,  however  little  I liked 
them,  I was  induced  to  accept  of  their  service. 

I moreover  learned  of  these  Europeans  some  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Otaheitans,  which 
would  otherw  ise  have  escaped  me.  These  I shall  take  occasion 
to  mention  in  due  time. 


The  chief  part  of  this  business.  I entrusted  to  Peter  the  Swede, 
he  being  the  most  experienced  man  in  the  island.  1 left  it  to  his 
discretion  to  dispatch  or  detain  the  boat  according  as  he  judged 
proper,  and  as  he  found  hogs  scarce  in  one  part  of  the  island,  they 
were  instructed  to  move  to  another. 

Amongst  my  native  servants,  was  a fellow  recommended  to  me 
by  one  of  the  missionaries;  he  was  sent  with  some  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  another  part  of  the  country  to  purchase  hogs,  and  as 
they  were  purchased,  to  see  them  sent  home.  There  was  now 
a true  spirit  of  competition  between  the  Europeans  and  the  Ota- 
heitans. I did  not  fail  to  encourage  this  as  much  as  was  possible,, 
and  reaped  the  fruits  of  it  by  a most  liberal  supply  of  hogs.  Our 
factory  was  now  a complete  exchange. 

The  native  1 had  employed  on  the  other  part  of  the  island, 
with  Ids  attendant  hog- drivers,  proceeded  for  a w hile  in  the  quiet 
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discharge  of  his  business;  but  prosperity  had  spoiled  many  a bet- 
ter man,  and  the  Otaheitans  are  not  proof  against  it. 

Being  habited  in  some  of  my  old  clotnes,  he  assumed  the  man 
of  consequence,  and  in  his  plenitude  of  prosperity,  ventured  even 
to  take  a wife.  The  women  would  not  before  deign  him  even 
a look;  but  he  had  now  become  rich,  and  therefore,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Otaheite,  as  well  as  of  other  countries,  Ta  ta  my  tye, 
A very  good  man.  That  he  might  secure  his  domestic  peace 
from  invasion,  and  at  the  same  be  uninterrupted  in  the  discharge 
of  his  busines,  he  brought  his  wife  to  the  factory,  and  requested 
that  I would  not  see  her  injured  in  his  absence,  as  he  did  not  seem 
to  entertain  the  best  opinion  of  her  fidelity. 

In  the  meanwhile,  remaining  on  his  station,  he  gave  me  much 
satisfaction  by  a diligent  discharge  of  his  duty.  It  was  not  so 
with  the  other  Otaheitans,  for  they  began  to  take  mortal  offence 
at  his  insolence  and  air  of  superiority.  II  is  pride  was  much  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  seeing  himself  at  the  head  of  so 
numerous  a retinue  of  servants. 

This  foolish  fellow  at  length  received  the  merited  chastisement 
of  his  folly.  His  property  was  a temptation  too  great  to  be 
withstood  by  an  Otaheitan ; he  was  accordingly  suddenly  attack- 
ed, and  plundered  of  all  that  he  possessed. 

His  courage  was  so  lowered  by  this  misfortune,  that  he  did 
not  venture  to  make  his  appearance  for  two  days;  but  at  length 
stole  away  to  the  factory,  and  informed  me  of  his  misfortune. 
He  was  very  desirous  that  1 should  avenge  the  injury,  by  an  in- 
vasion of  the  district.  He  repeated  with  great  fervour,  Ohow, 
ohow  tata  Otaheite,  Bad  man,  very  bad  man  to  the  Otaheite 
man.  I thought  so  myself,  but  excused  myself  from  the  invasion. 
I forgave  him,  and  presented  him  with  two  axes.  He  wished 
me  much  to  reinstate  him  in  his  former  situation;  but  as  they  had 
begun  with  him,  I thought  the  first  loss  the  best,  and  I resolved 
to  break  up  the  encampment,  as  too  near  the  frontiers.  Captain 
Main,  the  name  by  which  he  styled  himself  as  the  Tayo  of  one 
of  the  missionaries,  was  now  reduced  to  the  humility  and  safety 
of  a private  station. 

This  gentleman  paid  me  several  visits  afterwards.  Harra  way 
be  agunny  (Put  away  your  anger),  was  his  constant  salutation  on 
these  occasions.  He  wras  the  usual  interpreter  of  the  native  lan- 
guage, and  this  one  of  his  best  specimens. 

His  wife  was  not  very  well  pleased  with  this  change  of  fortune; 
and  thinking  she  had  married  his  wealth,  and  not  himself,  she 
deemed  her  contract  annulled  by  tins  change  of  circumstances, 
and  eloped  without  further  ceremony.  In  the  height  of  her 
husband’s  prosperity  I had  lent  him  a printed  coverlid  as  a royal 
marra;  his  wife  thought  proper  to  take  this  with  her.  The  poor 
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fellow  felt  this  misfortune  more  acutely  than  all  his  other  mis- 
chances.  1 .was  so  affected  by  his  complaints,  and  the  ingrati- 
tude of  the  woman,  that  I requested  the  interference  of  Pomarric; 
but  be  eluded  me  with  his  usual  dexterity,  by  the  permission  to 
arm  my  boat  and  invade  the  country.  ■ 

Henceforth. our  business  was  wholly  conducted  by  Europeans. 
It  was  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I could  keep  a 
suitable  check  over  these  profligates  : the  greater  part  of  them 
were  from  Botany  Bay,  and  required  as  strict  a guard  as  the 
natives.  It  mav  be  thus  readilv  conceived,  that  my  situation  was 
not  the  most  enviable. 

For  the  greater  security  against  such  attempts,  I put  my  pro- 
perty under  the  care  of  the  missionaries  ; whose  house,  as  com- 
pared with  the  best  of  the  Otaheitans,  was  a perfect  castle. 
Upon  tlie  conclusion  of  a bargain,  the  natives  escorted  me  in  full 
procession  to  this  magazine  ; and  if  the  article  purchased  by 
them  happened  to  be  a musket,  it  was  truly  ludicrous  to  see  the 
bustle  and  consequence  which  was  made  of  it.  The  musket, 
handed  from  one  to  another,  was  examined  minutely  by  all ; and 
every  one,,  finding  some  fault  which  had  escaped  the  other,  ad- 
vised their  countrymen  not  to  be  imposed  upon,  but  to  insist  on 
a good  one.  They' Tv  ere  certain  that  this  shot  crooked,  and  that 
another  would  not  shoot  at  all,  and  in  this  manner  rejected  some 
of  my  best  pieces,  and  most  usually  remained  content  with  the 
worst. 

During  this  busy  time,  wholly  occupied  as  I might  he,  I did 
not  neglect  a prudent  attention  to  the  royal  family.  They  had 
much  forwarded  my  business,  by  permitting  my  servants  to  range 
over  the  whole  island  in  quest  of  hogs ; I therefore  neglected 
nothing  which  could  testify  my  grateful  sense  of  their  kindness. 

I sent  them  a daily  allowance,  as  well  for  themselves,  as  for  their 
voracious  attendants,  who,  unless  on  the  occasions  of  public 
tea  stings,  have  seldom  an  opportunity  for  these  indulgencies.  My 
liberality  procured  me  flattery  and  compliments  in  abundance. 

This  liberality,  however,  cost  me  less  than  they  imagined  ; I 
sent  them  always  the  most  indifferent  parts  of  my  hogs,  such  as  I 
could  not  salt,  and  therefore  from  the  heat  of  the  climate,  could 
not  have  been  kept.  The  most  favourite  part  amongst  the  Ota- 
heitans, the  head,  happened  fortunately  to  he  the  most  worthless 
part  to  me,  and  1 had  thus  an  opportunity  of  bribing  them  at 
a very  inconsiderable  cost. 

Otoo  used  frequently  to  invite  me,  under  one  pretence  or  ano- 
ther, to  attend  linn  at  his  house;  1 usually  found  him  loitering 
with  all  the  indolence  of  an  Oriental,  and  his  queen  as  idle  and 
vacant  as  himself.  Upon  these  visits  he  pointed  to  the  grass. 
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as  my  seat,  and  throwing  himself  by  my  side,,  entered  into  fa- 
miliar conversation. 

Her  majesty  was  equally  condescending  : she  never  failed, 
upon  these  opportunities,  to  rummage  my  pockets,  and  appro- 
priate  to  herself  whatever  she  might  chance  to  find.  The  queen 
of  Tiaraboo  was  equally  troublesome,  and  examined  me  with 
equal  care.  After  1 had  learned  that  this  would  be  their  con- 
stant practice,  I usually  carried  about  my  person  some  trilling 
article,  that  the  roval  sisters  might  have  the  pleasure  of  pilfer- 
ing it. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY  OF  OTAIIEITE. 

From  the  open  and  affable  manner  of  Pomarrie,  he  is  gene- 
rally beloved  by  his  own  subjects.  Whether  this  manner  was 
natural  or  assumed,  I do  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  It 
produced,  however,  its  full  effect,  and  caused  him  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  father  of  his  people,  though  he  had  no  wish  so 
near  to  his  heart,  as  that  of  fleecing  them  to  the  very  skim 

This  avidity,  indeed,  seemed  common  to  every  branch  and 
member  of  the  royal  family ; Otoo  was  still  superior  in 
this  respect  to  his  father,  and  neither  of  them  bad  any 
bounds. 

Edeah  had  nothing  of  the  affable  and  easy  manner  of  Po- 
marrie; she  received  the  natives  with  a haughty  deportment,  and 
never  descended  to  any  thing  like  equality.  It  was  much  more 
dangerous  to  offend  her  than  Pomarrie. 

Otoo  is  a fickle,  irresolute  character,  naturally  formed  to  be 
the  dupe  of  the  sycophants  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  and,  as 
usually  happens  in  such  cases,  his  ill  qualities  are  cherished  to 
fuller  growth  by  these  very  sycophants. 

In  a word,  the  general  characteristic  of  the  whole  family  is 
avarice.  It  is  a subject  of  reasonable  astonishment,  to  see  the 
excess  to  which  this  passion  is  carried.  Their  stores  consist  of 
articles  which  they  have  received  from  the  first  visits  of  European 
ships,  and  which  have  rarely  seen  the  light  since  they  were  first 
there  deposited.  Their  hoards  are  never  broken;  their  pleasure 
is  to  have,  and  not  to  enjoy. 

I myself  was  once  witness  of  a most  notorious  act  of  this  un- 
natural, for  thus  1 may  call  it,  selfishness  in  Pomarrie  himself. 
One  of  the  missionaries,  an  easy,  good-natured  man,  had  suffer- 
ed himself  to  be  wheedled  out  of  the  whole  of  w hat  he  possessed 
in  the  world;  and,  the  clothes  on  his  person  excepted,  had  no- 
thing left  but  a blanket.  Pomarrie  happened  to  meet  this  good 
Samaritan  at  my  house,  and  seeing  that  lie  had  still  his  blanket 
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left,  attached  himself  to  him,  and  contrived  to  get  it.  I remon- 
strated with  Pomarrie  upon  this  act  of  selfishness,  representing 
to  him  the  great  need  that  he  had  of  this  relic  of  his  former  pro- 
perty, but  all  in  vain ; Pomarrie  thanked  him  for  the  blanket, 
and,  without  further  words,  sent  it  to  his  store. 

The  only  instance  of  generosity  I ever  experienced,  or  saw, 
whilst  in  these  seas,  was  from  the  king  of  Attowaie,  who  sup- 
plied us  with  cocoa-nuts,  salt,  and  vegetables,  without  stipula- 
ting as  to  price  or  conditions,  sending  on  board  all  that  we  re- 
quired, and  leaving  the  remuneration  entirely  to  us.  I hope  it 
is  needless  to  add,  that  we  took  care  that  he  should  lose  nothin** 
by  his  generosity. 

As  my  house  was  in  some  degree  open,  I suffered  under  a pe- 
culiar inconvenience;  my  premises  were  infested  during  the 
night  by  dogs,  and  their  depredations  on  our  pork  were  carried 
to  some  extent.  As  I knew'  the  fondness  of  the  Otaheitans  for 
their  dogs,  I suffered  for  some  time  without  complaint,  but  at 
length  requested  of  Otoo,  that  he  would  command  the  natives  in 
the  neighbourhood  to  keep  their  dogs  at  home  ; a request  with 
which  he  not  only  compled,  but  added  his  permission  to  me  to 
shoot  any  of  them  which  I should  find  hereafter  trespassing. 
Availing  myself  of  this  indulgence,  I had  the  misfortune  to  kill 
a favourite  cur  of  the  sister  of  Pomarrie,  and  another  little  doe1 
belonging  to  the  wife  of  one  of  the  chiefs.  This  business  caused 
great  lamentation  amongst  the  women,  and  for  some  time  brought 
me  into  disgrace  with  them. 

Edeah  having  to  provide  for  a multitude  of  strangers,  who 
had  lately  arrived  from  the  Mottos,  wras  for  some  time  still  more 
troublesome  to  us  than  the  dogs.  Our  servants  were  native  boys ; 
she  availed  herself  therefore  of  their  services  in  secretly  pilfering 
our  pork.  Is  was  some  time  before  1 could  discover  by  what 
means  my  stock  was  so  visibly  diminished,  but  at  length  having 
dismissed  some  of  the  boys  under  suspicion,  and  menaced  others, 
I extorted  their  confession,  that  they  had  been  employed  by 
Edeah.  They,  moreover,  shewed  me  an  opening  formed  by 
the  removal  of  two  pales  under  their  bed,  through  which  the 
stolen  articles  had  been  conveyed ; and  as  the  sides  were  greasy, 
there  was  sio  room  for  any  doubt  of  their  veracity. 

I do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  whole  island  is  but  a recep- 
tacle of  thieves.  European  property  they  will  possess  by  some 
means  or  other  ; and  theft  they  consider  as  a cheaper  coin  than 
they  can  give  by  any  method  of  purchase.  They  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  waylay  and  rob  a traveller;  one  method  of  theft  is  as  pa- 
latable to  them  as  another.  Pomarrie  is  himself  as  dexterous  a 
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thief  as  any  amongst  them,  if  borrowing,  without  any  intention 
of  repayment,  merit  this  name.  He  would  often  request  me  to 
lend  him  a hog,  but  if  he  once  received  it,  never  again  men- 
tioned it.  This  could  be  nothing  but  mere  avarice,  as  he  could 
have  had  any  number  of  hogs  at  a very  easy  rate.  But  theft,  as 
I have  before  said,  is  a cheaper  method  of  acquisition  than 
purchase. 

FESTIVITIES  OF  THE  OTAHEITANS. 

During  our  author’s  stay  at  Otaheite,  the  return  of  Paitia  and 
his  sister  Awow,  from  the  Mottos  or  Sandy  Islets,  whither  he 
had  been  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  caused  a general  holi- 
day through  that  part  of  the  island,  of  which  Mr.  T.  gives  the 
following  account. 

It  was  now  a Bartholomew-fair  time  at  Otaheite  ; nothing 
but  singing  and  drumming  from  morning  till  night.  It  was  usually 
mid-day  before  the  sports  began,  or  their  natural  spirits  could 
scarcely  have  supported  the  fatigue.  Their  manner  of  wrestling 
is  very  singular ; the  party  challenging  places  his  left  hand  on 
the  upper  part  of  his  right  breast,  and  with  Ins  right  hand  strikes 
a smart  blow  on  the  cavity  formed  by  the  bend  of  the  left  arm  ; 
he  is  answered  by  his  antagonist  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
contest  begins.  Head  and  feet  are  equally  employed  upon  this 
occasion,  and  the  contest  is  terminated  only  when  one  of  them 
receives  a fall. 

Those  who  were  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  were  usually 
opposed  to  the  strangers.  Our  Europeans,  in  general,  had  no 
chance  with  them  ; but  the  moment  one  or  the  other  received  a 
fall,  the  contest  was  at  an  end,  and  their  threatening  looks  and 
ferocity  changed  into  smiles  and  affectionate  salutation.  The 
temper  of  the  Otaheitans  is,  in  this  respect,  very  amiable  ; they 
appear  absolutely  incapable  of  malice,  and  if  we  adopt  an  epi- 
thet from  poetry,  we  may  truly  call  them  “ a land  of  gentle 
souls.”  One  contest,  however,  was  no  sooner  decided  than 
another  party  came  forward,  and  this  continued  upwards  of  a 
week. 

Nor  were  these  sports  confined  solely  to  the  men;  the  wo- 
men were  equally  emulous  to  signalize  themselves,  and  their 
feats  of  pugilism  were  equally  honourable  to  their  coinage. 
They  fought  with  equal  resolution  and  dexterity,  hanging  on 
each  other’s  necks  like  bull-dogs,  tearing  their  hair,  bumping  the 
stomach  of  each  other,  both  with  their  head  and  feet ; in  a 
word,  peglecting  no  means  of  victory.  Their  husbands  and  re- 
lations were  spectators  of  their  efforts,  and  encouraged  them  to 
continue  them  ; upon  one  or  the  other  of  them  receiving  a fall, 
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the  affair  was  terminated,  and  the  parties  after  adjusting  their 
hair,  would  tenderly  embrace,  and  be  as  good  friends  as 
ever. 

The  Arreoys  were  peculiarly  active  in  exciting  the  parties 
upon  these  occasions.  After  having  spent  the  greater  part  of 
the  afternoon  in  this  manner,  we  were  always  entertained  in  the 
evening  by  an  heva,  or  dance.  The  women,  to  the  amount  of 
ninety  or  an  hundred,  formed  themselves  into  two  circles,  one 
of  them  consisting  wholly  of  the  residents,  the  other  of  the 
strangers,  and  each  with  their  separate  band  of  music.  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  describe  the  variety  of  sounds  produced  by 
them,  by  the  simple  means  of  the  exhalation  and  inhalation  of 
their  breath,  for  with  the  exception  of  a few  words  chaunted  at 
the  beginning  of  a song,  they  made  use  of  no  words,  but  tuned 
their  throats  so  as  to  produce  a variety  of  tones,  and  all  of  them 
in  perfect  concert. 

In  truth  I was  astonished  at  the  exact  union,  regularity,  and 
good  time.  The  king  looking  over  niy  head,  would  frequently 
demand  of  me  how  I liked  the  entertainment,  and  whether  we 
had  any  thing  which  could  equal  it  in  Prettaine.  I have  before 
said  that  their  dances  have  been  mentioned  as  replete  with  ob- 
scene motions  ; but  I saw  less  than  what  I had  been  led  to  ex- 
pect. 

i he  men  also  had  their  part  in  this  entertainment.  About 
one  hundred  and  fifty  young  fellows  were  so  seated  in  two  rows 
as  to  form  an  avenue  between  them  about  seven  feet  apart ; they 
then  chaunted,  and  inhaled,  and  exhaled,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  women  who  had  but  now  finished.  The  motions  were  as 
cotemporaneous  as  those  of  one  man  ; nothing  could  be  more 
accurate.  The  king  frequently,  interrogated  me  in  the  same 
manner,  and  1 gratified  him  by  the  same  answer,  that  all  I saw 
was  admirable,  and  that  we  had  nothing  like  it  in  Britain. 

Before  the  assembly  broke  up,  some  stout  muscular  young 
fellows  came  forward  and  endeavoured  to  amuse  the  assembly  by 
exhibiting  some  obscene  attitudes.  They  were  received  how- 
ever with  very  cold  encouragement.  I am  of  opinion  that  this 
favourable  change  in  their  national  taste,  is  to  be  imputed  to  the 
exertions  of  the  missionaries.  Would  to  heaven  that  their  ef- 
forts might  prevail  to  induce  these  savages  to  cease  from  the 
practice  of  infant  murder  and  human  sacrifices! 

TIIEIR  METHOD  OF  FISHING. 

Being  at  length,  and  with  difficulty,  satisfied  what  was  this 
thing,  and  what  was  that,  and  what  the  use  of  every  thing  they 
saw,  they  would  run  to  their  fishing  seine.  This  is  a net  made 
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of  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  extending  full  a quarter 
of  a mile  in  length;  it  will  sweep  round  a rock  without  much  in* 
jury,  and  whatever  fish  may  be  adhering  to  its  side,  wiil  forcQ 
from  their  holds  without  difficulty.  Some  of  the  king's  attend- 
ants are  always  in  waiting  upon  these  occasions,  and  seldom 
fail  to  seize  upon  two  thirds  as  the  royal  tribute.  The  king 
being  thus  served,  the  multitude  are  let  loose  upon  what  re-? 
mains,  a scene  truly  ludicrous  : a general  scramble  of  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  then  ensues ; the  seine  is  usually  torn  to 
pieces  in  the  contest  ; every  one  then  decamps  with  his 
prize. 

These  amusements  continued  during  the  whole  week  after 
the  arrival  of  the  illustrious  strangers,  but  slackened  towards 
the  end;  the  country  people  returning  to  their  homes  to 
prepare  for  the  repetition  of  the  same  merriment  in  their  own 
district. 

While  Mr.  T.  was  collecting  his  supply  of  hogs,  he  receiv- 
ed the  disastrous  intelligence  of  the  loss  of  his  ship,  which  was 
wrecked  on  a reef  of  rocks  to  the  northward  of  the  island.  The 
crew  after  encountering  many  dangers,  arrived  in  a state  of  star- 
vation in  a punt  which  they  had  constructed  from  the  deck  of 
the  vessel.  On  the  return  of  these  fellows,  Mr.  Turnbull’s  si- 
tuation became  extremely  precarious,  for  knowing  that  he  and 
the  captain  had  lost  most  of  their  property,  they  represented 
themselves  as  the  equals  of  their  officers,  and  stimulated  the 
natives  to  rise  against  them  : but  their  object  reverted  upon 
themselves  ; for  having  no  property  of  their  own  the  natives  soon 
repelled  them  with  contempt. 

Mr.  T.  having  ascertained  that  the  comfort  of  his  stay  at 
Otaheite  would  depend  on  his  being  able  to  pay  for  it,  resolved 
to  cross  in  the  punt  to  the  neighbouring  island  of  Erined.  This 
island  is  governed  by  the  brother  of  Edeah.  After  many 
dangers,  which  we  have  no  room  to  specify,  the  party  landed 
and  were  well  received  ; but  were  soon  subjected  to  a 

DARING  ROBBERY. 

I went  to  sleep,  says  he,  with  the  treasure-chest  close  to  my  side, 
as  usual.  EIow  great  was  my  surprise  when,  awaking  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  I saw  a fellow  of  unusual  stature,  walking 
off  with  it  most  deliberately  ! The  fellow  must  doubtless  have 
touched  me,  for  I happened  to  awake  in  the  moment  that  he 
was  leisurely  decamping  with  his  booty.  I immediately  alarmed 
the  house,  and  called  my  boat’s  crew ; but  as  two  of  them  had 
slept  out,  and  two  only  were  in  the  house,  I knew  not  how  to 
proceed.  So  enraged  was  I at  this  atrocity,  that  seizing  a piece 
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of  wood  at  hand,,  I followed  the  thief,  and  came  up  with  him 
as  he  was  in  the  act  of  setting  it  down  in  a house  full  of  natives. 
Without  any  thought  of  consequences,  1 repaid  him  on  the  spot 
wit  some  heavy  blows  on  the  back ; the  natives  started  up  and 
rescued  him,  and  wresting  the  stick  from  me,  rapaid  me  in  my 
own  coin;  my  two  fellows  standing  petrified  with  terror.  Hav- 
ing no  other  resource  but  flight,  I betook  myself  in  good  earnest 
to  my  heels,  and  gaining  the  house  of  the  chief,  requested  him 
to  interpose.  From  his  reluctancy  of  manner,  I could  enter- 
tain no  doubt  that  he  bad  been  accessary  to  the  theft.  1 in  vain 
solicited  him  to  accompany  me  to  the  spot,  and  effect  the  re- 
covery of  my  chest. 

Finding  that  entreaty  had  no  effect,  I had  recourse  to  other 
means,  and  seizing  the  boat’s  iron  tiller,  threatened  that  I vrould 
put  a period  to  the  fellow’s  existence  or  lose  my  own,  unless 
my  chest  was  restored.  He  now  consented  to  follow  me.  The 
whole  village  was  by  this  time  in  an  uproar;  the  fellow  himself, 
the  original  cause  of  the  tumult,  sat  triumphantly  on  the  chest, 
and  seemed  to  glory  in  the  heroism  of  his  theft. 

A most  fortunate  circumstance  was,  that  the  fellow'  in  taking 
the  trunk,  had  at  the  same  time,  carried  off'  the  two  pistols  with 
which  I usually  travelled,  and  all  the  ammunition,  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  1 should  otherwise  have  given  him  the  contents, 
whilst  in  the  first  transports  of  passion ; a circumstance  which 
must  have  been  attended  with  the  mo  st  serious  consequences,  as 
a general  affray  must  have  ensued.  Indeed  it  was  already  very 
near  it,  for  the  two  men  remaining  with  me,  having  resumed 
their  courage,  were  now  brandishing  their  knives  and  vowing 
vengeance,  till  some  of  the  natives  spoke  of  chastising  them, 
and  daring  them  to  the  issue.  Finding  they  were  determined  to 
stand  their  ground,  I ordered  my  men  to  desist  from  provoking 
them  ; this  had  the  happiest  effect,  for  their  anger  subsided  sen- 
sibly. I now  laid  great  stress  on  my  interest  with  my  friends  Po- 
marrie  and  Edeah,  explaining  tbeir  certain  indignation,  when 
they  learned  that  i had  been  thus  treated  in  any  part  of  their 
dominions.  I informed  them,  that  it  was  chiefly  on  their  busi- 
ness that  I was  induced  to  visit  the  islands;  this  wns  in  some 
measure  true,  being  commissioned  to  bring  them  as  much  avaas 
possible.  Never  \vere  the  lives  of  any  adventurers  more  in  the 
power  of  savages,  than  were  ours  at  this  time,  for  our  boat 
being  hauled  up  a considerable  way,  it  was  almost  as  impossible 
for  us  to  launch  her,  as  to  move  the  island. 

I now  clearly  saw  that  it  was  a concerted  scheme,  and  having 
no  friends,  I thought  it  best  to  desist  from  any  violent  measures. 
I again  addressed  myself  to  the  thief ; and  this  being  ineffectual, 


again  requested  tlie  interference  of  the  chief : after  being  thus 
driven  from  one  to  the  other,  the  fellow  at  last  proposed  to  re- 
turn it  upon  condition  of  receiving  a recompence.  i was  com- 
pelled to  capitulate;  this  circumstance  concurred  with  others  to 
convince  me,  that  from  the  greatest  to  the  least,  the  island  was 
little  more  than  a receptacle  for  thieves. 

Mr.  T.  then  returned  to  Othaheite  ; but  his  stay  was  of  short 
duration. 

After  the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  the  loss  of  our  ship, 
our  prospects  at  Othaheite  were  very  gloomy.  Having  saved 
little  or  no  property  from  the  wreck,  it  became  a subject  of 
serious  consideration  in  what  manner  we  should  subsist.  Ota- 
heite  is  as  little  calculated  as  Europe  for  those  who  are  without 
money.  It  was  moreover  uncertain  how  long  we  should  be  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  our  present  situation.  To  attempt  building 
exceeded  our  means;  we  had  lost  our  carpenter  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  any  assistance  from  any 
other  of  our  people.  Our  command  and  authority  over  them 
had  vanished  since  the  wreck;  every  one  now  followed  his  own 
way,  and  appeared  so  attached  to  their  present  indolent  life,  that 
they  seemed  to  have  no  intention  of  quitting  it.  Of  the  whole 
of  our  former  crew,  the  cook  and  mate,  the  captain,  and  my- 
self, were  alone  united  in  a common  cause,  that  of  returning  to 
our  native  country.  Our  blacksmith  had  set  up  for  himself 
amongst  the  natives,  and  was  in  a fair  way  of  making  a livelihood 
even  in  the  worst  of  times.  It  was  unfortunately  not  so  with 
us ; we  knew  it,  but  could  not  help  ourselves.  ^ 

The  blessing  of  Providence,  however,  again  interposed  at  a 
time  when  we  had  almost  ceased  to  hope ; for  after  we  had  been 
about  three  months  in  this  suspense  of  hope  and  fear,  one  after- 
noon, a shout  of  Te  pahia,  te  pallia,  A ship,  a ship,  resound- 
ing through  the  island,  aroused  us  into  new  hopes.  Hope  and 
fear  now  alternately  prevailed:  our  fears  suggested  that  the  cap- 
tain might  have  some  possible  objection;  that  he  was  going  to 
China  or  some  other  circuitous  voyage.  It  so  happened,  how- 
ever, that  the  goodness  of  Providence  was  not  incomplete  ; the 
ship  was  going  to  the  very  place  to  which  of  all  others  we  wished 
to  go,  to  Port  Jackson.  We  agreed  with  him  for  a passage; 
and  in  our  present  situation,  laying  aside  all  indignation  at  the 
conduct  of  our  shipmates,  we  divided  with  them  our  remaining 
property. 

There  had  been  so  many  ceremonies  to  get  through  at  Atta- 
houra,  that  the  business  had  not  been  finally  settled  upon  the 
the  ship’s  arrival.  The  intelligence  of  this  event,  however, 
brought  Pomarrie  to  Oparie  to  prepare  his  presents;  he  had  got 
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his-  hogs  in  tlie  canoe,  and  was  half- way  to  the  ship,  when  he 
was  seized  suddenly  with  a fit,  arid  falling  with  each  hand  on  the 
side  of  the  canoe,  expired.  The  poor  fellows  in  the  canoe  im- 
mediately paddled  back  as  fast  as  possible  to  his  house  at  Oparie, 
where,  in  her  way  likewise  to  the  ship,  Edeah  had  by  this  time 
arrived.  Messenger  after  messenger  was  dispatched  to  the 
missionaries  and  their  surgeon;  they  were  earnestly  intreated  to 
hasten  to  the  house  of  Pomarrie.  The  surgeon  happened  at 
this  time  to  be  on  board  the  ship,  taking  a farewell  leave  of  us 
upon  our  departure.  We  earnestly  advised  him,  should  he  find 
Pomarrie  still  alive,  not  to  venture  to  prescribe  to  him ; as  in 
the  case  of  his  death,  the  natives  would  not  fail  to  impute  it  to 
poison,  and  perhaps  avenge  his  supposed  murder  on  the  mission, 
ft  has  been  before  mentioned,  that  they  imputed  the  death  of 
Terinavoura  to  the  prayers  of  the  missionaries;  arid  that  they  are 
persuaded  that  the  prayers  of  these  holy  men  have  this  kind  of 
sacred  witchcraft.  Under  such  impressions,  it  may  readily  be 
conceived  that  the  situation  of  the  missionaries  is  not  the 
most  enviable  in  the  world. 

Not  one  moment  was  lost  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  who 
on  his  arrival  found  the  whole  family  in  the  deepest  anguish  and 
distress.  The  brother  of  Pomarrie  was  deaf  to  all  consolation, 
and  could  scarcely  be  withheld  from  suicide.  All  was  anguish 
and  confusion;  some  imputed  his  death  to  one  cause,  others  to 
another ; but  the  opinion  of  the  majority  w as,  that  he  had  of- 
fended the  Gods,  though  they  could  not  agree  by  what  means, 
except  by  his  human  sacrifices.  They  had  recourse  to  one  sin- 
gular remedy ; the  body  of  a human  victim  he  had  sacrificed 
about  three  weeks  before,  was  brought  and  stretched  prostrate 
under  him,  in  hopes  of  appeasing  the  offended  divinity. 

The  object  of  the  voyage  of  Mr.  T.  being  def  eated  by  the  loss 
of  his  ship,  we  shall  extract  his  opinion  of  the  missionaries, 
w hose  disinterested  Christian  piety  has  induced  them  to  pass  their 
lives  amongst  a horde  of  savages.  With  this  and  his  account  of 
the  customs  of  the  people,  we  shall  close  our  analysis  of  his  inte- 
resting work.  Speaking  of  the  idolatry  of  the  natives,  he  says. 

The  superstitious  extravagances,  and  religious  observances  of 
these  people,  are  beyond  all  description  ridiculous  ; they  seem 
to  have  no  analogy  either  in  heaven  or  earth,  and  must  baffle  every 
investigation  as  to  their  origin. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  the  missionaries  to 
learn,  that  their  prayer  meetings  and  public  ordinances  wrere  con- 
stantly kept  up,  the  morning  and  afternoon  of  every  day,  and 
on 'Sundays  three  times  in  the  day.  The  natives,  however,  did 
not  attend.  The  brethren  took  it  by  turns  to  visit  all  the  parts 
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of  the  island  within  their  reach  on  that  day.  The  preaching,  or 
rather  the  example  of  the  missionaries,  is  not  however  wholly  with- 
out effect  ; the  Sabbath  is  called  by  the  natives  M alienate  Etooa, 
the  Day  of  God;  and  howeverlittle  attention  in  every  other  respect 
they  pay  to  religion,  their  conduct  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Matavia,  on  this  dav,  is  more  sedate  and  orderly  than 
on  any  other.  The  missionaries  have  doubtless  gained  a small 
victory  over  them  in  this  point,  as  likewise  in  another  of  still 
greater  consequence  : the  greater  part  of  their  former  obscenity 
in  their  public  dances  has  disappeared,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Matavia,  the  Sunday  has  something  the  semblance  of  a Chris- 
tian sabbath. 

Most  of  the  missionaries  have  made  great  advances  in  the 
Otaheitan  language,  and  their  companions  were  studying  it  with 
the  most  indefatigable  industry.  They  are  building  two  boats 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  tons,  with  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
island  to  leeward.  One  of  these  boats  was  in  great  forward- 
ness. Some  of  their  wood  was  from  the  island  of  Eimeo,  and 
they  had  extracted  a kind  of  pitch  from  the  Tapow  or  gum  of 
the  bread-fruit  tree.  On  my  return  to  Port  Jackson,  I learned 
from  one  of  the  resident  missionaries  of  that  settlement,  that  a 
supply  of  canvas,  pitch,  and  tar,  had  been  sent  to  them  by  a 
ship  which  proposed  to  touch  at  Otaheite  for  refreshment. 

POPULATION  OF  OTAHEITE. 

The  missionaries  had  made  the  circuit  of  the  island  twice  dur- 
ing the  time  we  had  been  amongst  them,  preaching  from  dis- 
trict to  district,  and  seconding  their  exhortations  by  presents.  If 
zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  could  ensure  success,  the  mis- 
sionaries  "7ould  not  preach  in  vain. 

In  their  circuits  they  have  successfully  endeavoured  to  come 
at  the  exact  number  of  the  people.  It  is  melancholy  to  add, 
that  the  population  has  diminished  in  a degree  which  threatens 
to  render  the  country  a desert.  Captain  Cook  computed  them 
at  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  ; the  population  has  now 
dwindled  to  five  thousand.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Duff,  they 
exceeded  triple  this  number. 

The  mortality  which  raged  at  this  period,  and  which  I fear  is 
but  too  epidemic  and  frequent,  was  such  as  to  inspire  us  with  the 
most  melancholy  ideas.  During  our  short  absence  in  our  visit 
to  the  Sandwich  islands,  many  young  persons  of  both  sexes  were 
no  more  ; they  had  died  in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  life,  and 
others  of  an  appearance  equally  healthy  were  following  them  very 
fast.  Great  part  of  this  mortality  must  be  imputed  to  their  ig- 
norance; the  doctrine  of  fatality  prevails  amongst  them  to  a most 
fatal  excess.  Every  disease  is  the  immediate  consequence  of 
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the  vengeance  of  their  offended  deities,  and  therefore  every 
thought  of  remedy  or  relief  is  rejected,  as  equally  useless  and 
impious.  They  are  left  to  their  fate  ; and  their  diseases  are  un- 
fortunately such,  as,  however  easy  of  cure  under  a regular  course, 
are  but  too  fatal  when  suffered  to  augment  under  neglect. 

They  entertain  the  greatest  contempt  for  old  age  ; and  if  they 
disliked  any  of  our  articles,  were  accustomed  to  say,  it  was  as 
worthless  as  an  old  man. 

At  the  time  of  our  sailing,  Mr.  Not,  one- of  the.  missionaries 
(the  most  forward  m the  language),  was  absent  upon  the  affairs  of 
his  mission  at  Eimeo ; lie  was  accompanied  by  another  gentleman 
whose  name  I cannot  at  this  moment  recall.  Mr.  Elder  and 
Mr.  Wilson  had  just  returned  from  the  Mottos  or  low  islands  to 
the  northward.  They  reported  that  the  population  of  these 
islands  did  not  exceed  three  hundred. 

Mr.  Jefferson  had  opened  a school,  but  only  one  native  at- 
tended; this  was  the  daughter  of  an  European,  one  of  the  crew 
of  the  Matilda.  Mr.  Eyre  and  Mr.  Henry  live  in  a new  house 
together,  built  for  them  by  the  society ; the  large  house  not 
having  been  found  sufficient  to  accommodate  them  all.  Mrs. 
Eyre  was  in  good  health,  considering  her  years;  Mrs.  Henry  had 
risen  from  her  accouchement  about  six  weeks. 

They  apparently  lived  together  in  the  greatest  love  and  har- 
mony, and  all  of  them  present  an  example  of  industry.  Their 
situation,  however,  is  by  no  means  so  comfortable  as  many  of 
our  countrymen  may  be  inclined  to  imagine  ; for  as  their  stock 
of  European  articles  decreases,  they  must  proportionately  lose 
their  influence  over  the  natives. 

They  possess  a public  garden  very  well  stocked  and  cultivated, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  a private  one  not  much  inferior. 
The  -space  inclosed  within  the  palisades  of  the  public  garden,  is 
about  four  acres  ; it  seems  natural  to  imagine,  that  its  beauty 
and  utility  would  have  acted  as  a stimulus  to  the  natives  to  imi- 
tate their  industry.  'The  indolence  of  the  Otaheitans,  however, 
is  beyond  the  cure  of  any  common  remedy. 

In  the  gardens  of  the  missionaries  are  lemon,  lime,  orange, 
each,  and  citron  trees,  in  great  number  and  perfection ; they 
nave  moreover  patches  of  the  tana-root,  Indian  corn,  and  indigo. 
It  must  be  some  years,  however,  before  they  can  expect  to  derive 
any  considerable  advantage  from  these. 

The  missionaries  at  my  departure  were  very  anxious  to  receive 
intelligence  from  their  friends  in  England,  and  were  in  daily  ex- 
pectation of  the  arrival  of  one  of  their  ships.  Edeah  observed, 
in  a manner  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  interpret,  that  this  ship 
was  a long  time  coining.  The  missionaries  seem  well  satisfied 
with  their  situation.  Some  of  them,  however,  expressed  a wish 
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that  some  decent  young  women  of  character  might  be  rent  over 
to  Otaheite  as  wives,  and  1 do  not  think  it  unreasonable  that  the 
society  should  comply  with  this  request. 

As  their  chief  subsistence,  the  frui.t  of  the  bread-tree,  is  be- 
coming rather  scarce  at  Matavia,  it  is  their  intention  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  next  missionary-ship,  to  retreat  to  the  isthmus, 
should  they  not  receive  contrary  orders  from  the  directory, 
it  was  not  their  intention  to  finally  abandon  Matavia,  but  to 
leave  two  or  three  of  the  missionaries  there  to  carry  on  the 
-missionary  business,  and  interpret  for  shipping  occasionally. 
The  natives  will  not  be  altogether  pleased  with  this  re- 
moval. They  respect  the  missionaries,  and  in  some  respect 
regard  them  with  astonishment.  Their  comparative  purity  of 
-manners,  their  indifference  to  their  women,  and' their  peaceable 
and  upright  deportment,  are  subjects  of  their  wonder ; and  as 
their  minds  unfold  to  the  knowledge  of  morals,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  their  esteem  and  regard  for  these  men. 

It  is  profanation,  says  Mr.  T.  m an  Otatieitan  woman  to  eat 
with  a man;  die  women  must  on  all  occasions  eat  by  themselves. 
The  ladies  of  the  royal  family,  and  women  of  the  first  rank,  are 
the  only  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

Being  thus  compelled  to  associate  together,  they  live  in  a more 
perfect  harmony  with  each  other  than  would  otherwise  exist 
amongst  them.  I do  not  know  that  1 ever  saw  any  dispute  be- 
tween these  women;  the  boxing  matches  which  I have  men- 
tioned, being  mere  ceremonies  and  national  amusements. 

Should  it  so  happen*  that  the  husband  and  ills  wife  cannot 
agree,  there  is  no  restraint  on  their  separation  ; and  as  such  is 
the  custom  of  the  country,  neither  of  them  are  considered  as 
having  violated  any  duty,  or  broken  any  contract. 

There  is  nothing  for  which  the  Otaheitans  are  more  distin- 
guished than  for  their  cleanliness.  Both  men  and  women  bathe 
twice,  sometimes  thrice  m the  day,  and  prefer  fresh  water  to 
salt  upon  this  occasion.  They  are  very  particular  in  the  ad- 
justment and  nice  composition  of  their  hair,  anointing  it  with 
cocoa-nut  oil  and  the  perfume  of  the  sandal  wood.  They  spend 
much  of  their  time  at  their  looking-glass,  and  with  their  scis- 
fiars ; and  if  any  glasses  are  offered  to  them  by  which  their  fea- 
tures are  disfigured,  they  return  them  with  an  indignant  Owhow , 
owhow ; their  grimaces  on  those  occasions  are  truly  ludicrous. 

The  bonnets  of  the  women  are  very  neat;  and,  together  with 
the  sweet-scented  flowers  resembling  our  English  lilies,  with 
which  they  adorn  their  hair,  much  improve  their  air  of  natural 
simplicity  These  bonnets,  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa- 
nut  split  into  fibres,  are  of  various  colours,  according  to  the 
fancy  of  the  wearers ; and  as  the  only  cost  is  the  time  and  trouble 
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of  making  them,  they  usually  appear  in  a new  one  every  secoti 
or  third  dav:  every  one  is  in  this  respect  her  own  milliner. 

Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  licentiousness  and  loose  con- 
duct of  the  women.  It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  i saw  nothing 
of  this.  Their  ideas  of  decency  are  doubtless  very  different 
from  ours;  they  must  be  judged  therefore  by  a very  different  stan- 
dard. 


Their  dispositions  are  gentle  to  an  extreme.  I never  saw  an 
Othaheitan  out  of  temper  the  whole  time-1  was  at  Otaheite . 
The  paramour  of  Edeah,  and  brother  of  Pomarrie,  are  indeed 
exceptions.  Their  manners  are  perhaps  softer  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighbourhood  of  the  missionaries  than  in  the  remoter  parts. 

They  are  ardent  in  the  love  and  praise  of  their  country,  and 
believe  it  to  be  the  finest  part  on  the  whole  habitable  globe. 
Some  of  them  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  we  visit  their  country 
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for  its  sweet  food. 

An  Otaheitan  will  not  suffer  a hair  about  him,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  head.  It  is  a great  part  of  their  daily  occupa- 
tion to  remove  them,  either  by  a razor,  or  plucking  them  up  by 
the  roots. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  T.  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  independ- 
ence and  happiness  no  where  exist  in  these  islands ; that  the 
conduct  of  the  petty  tyrants  keeps  them  in  a continual  state  of 
warfare  ; that  their  intercourse  with  Europeans  lias  corrupted 
their  morals,  and  that  from  their  general  practice  of  destroying 
their  infants,  they  will  soon  be  obliterated  from  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 


end  of  Turnbull’s  voyage. 
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following  order : 

1.  POUQUEVILLE.  - ' 

2. '  MANGOURIT. 

3.  FISCHER. 

4.  TOUR  IN  SPAIN,  Sec. 

5 . TOUR  IN  IRELAND. 

6.  CARR.  , 

7-  TURNBULL. 

* i-> 

. _ 

1 *"  — — - — — v..t  .. . . „ ..ttst; 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  PLACING  THE  PLATES. 

W>rr 

POUQUEVILLE. 

The  Castle  of  the  Seven  Towers  at  Constantinople,  p.  112. 
Portraits  oj  a Barbarian  Reis  and  an  Albanian  Soldier. 
Plan  of  the  Plain  oj  Tripoli tza. 


tour  in  SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

Map  oj*  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  face  the  title  of  Tour  in  Spain- 


TOUR  IN  IRELAND. 

GianCs  Causeway,  to  face  page  22. 

Lake  oj ' Killarney,  page  27. 


$3*  In  consequence  of  the  illiberal  strictures  on  the  Irish  character, 
which  pervade  this  (otherwise  excellent)  Tour,  we  think  it  necessary  to 
inform  our  readers,  that  it  is  the  production  of  a Scotchman  ! 


CARR. 

View  of  Copenhagen  S 

Cronberg  Castle  and  Elsineur,  from  Hamlet's  Garden  17 
T tew  oj  St.  P etersburgh 40 


Erratum.— By  an  accident  at  the  press,  the  following  words  have 
fallen  from  the  bottom  of  page  92  of  Pouqueville^s  Travels;  but  which 
the  reader  can  insert  with  a pen  : — u doors,  a curtain  was  drawn  aside,  and 
I found  myself  in  the  chamber  of  the  intendant.” 


\ 


